09/ 04/ 1999
Questi ons abound over Keadilan's formation

Mazl an Nor di n

NOT all questions relating to politics can be answered with total clarity.
And so it was when Parti Keadilan Nasional was |aunched | ast week and
answers given to ten questions prepared by the party itself ina Q&A
panphl et .

Certainly revealing was the response to a question to why it was fornmed
when there are other opposition parties already in existence, nanmely Pas,
DAP, PBS and Parti Rakyat Ml aya.

The first reason given was that Keadilan would becone the channel for
t housands of ordi nary Umo nenbers and hundreds of thousands of Ml aysi ans
who are not nenbers of any political party.

The second reason given was that if the opposition wi shes to becone a
credible alternative, its nenbers nust prove that they can forma strong
and | asti ng confederation.

Keadil an i s hopeful that it can help themunite and establish an intra-
party novenent fighting for justice and refornmasi.

Wth the first reason in mnd - Keadilan as the channel for thousands of
ordinary Umo nenbers - there is then the response to question No 6: Wuld
not Keadilan be seen as a splinter party |ike Semangat Mel ayu 467

The answer: Keadilan is different, its leadertship is not fromthe Umo
hi erarchy. There is not one Unmo | eader at the national |evel in the
Keadi | an Suprene Council .

Mentioned too was the establishnment |ater of divisions and branches at
State level as the set-up is in Umo.

The party president is simlarly enpowered to appoint the secretary-
general, treasurer and i nformation chief.

Wirthy of mention are other questions and answers - ten in all. Sone
excerpts.:

Q Would not Keadilan be regarded as a rival by the opposition?

A. There is no reason for the opposition to regard Keadilan as a threat.

I ndeed opposition parties should accept it in good stead since it would
be "strengthening the opposition by bringing in |arge nunbers of Ml ays,
Chi nese and Indians, hitherto on the side of the status quo and Bari san
Nasi onal

It nust be renmenbered al so that the reformasi novenment and Adil had
openly chosen to cooperate closely with Pas, DAP and PRM

Q Since Keadilan is cooperating with the opposition does that nean it
has no links at all with Umo and Bari san Nasi onal ?

A: As al ready nentioned, "many Umo nenbers are synpathetic to our
struggl e. Indeed even in conponent parties of the Barisan Nasional there
are groups supportive of us".

Q Since the aspirations of Keadilan are sinmlar to the original
obj ectives of Umo and the Barisan Nasional would not its formation
further break Malay unity?

A: By persuading Umo nenbers to return to their original struggle,
Keadilan is paving the way for the unity of the Mal ays and i ndeed al
Mal aysi ans, based on hi gh val ues and noral standards.

Q Wy has Keadil an chosen to be a multi-ethnic party?

A: Keadilan's multi-ethnic approach is different fromthe nulti-ethnic
efforts pursued by various political parties in the 50s, 60s and 70s.

"Keadi | an takes into consideration Malaysia's history. It realises that
Mal aysia's multi-ethnicity which has devel oped nowis the result of Ml ay



unity ... the essence of Keadilan is Melayu and Mal ay | eadership."

El aborated was the party's aimto cooperate w th Non- Gover nment
Organi sations such as Adil and the Justice Movenent forned earlier

"Close links between a political party and the social nmovement is not
somet hi ng new.

"Thus were |inks evol ved between Masjum and the Mihammadi ah nmovenent in
I ndonesia in the 40s and 50s. The Labour Party in the UK and t he Fabi an
Soci alists too had such links ..."

The nost inportant question was reserved for the last, No 10.

Wiy is Datuk Seri Anwar |brahim former Deputy Prinme Mnister not a
menber of Keadil an?

The answer: At this juncture Anwar has decided to take this stance so as
to enable himto concentrate in the arduous task of bringing together the
political parties and NGOs to fight for social reformasi and soci al
justice ...

At the sane tine Anwar's name would continue to be linked with Keadil an
Hi s i deas have hel ped to shape this party.

H's wife Wan Azi zah | eads the party as desired by his many friends and
supporters. Keadilan is the dom nant channel for Anwar's politica
struggl e.

If Anwar is found guilty and jailed he would continue to be the main
source of inspiration and the spirit in guiding Keadil an.

O her questions are posed fromthe answers given such as the claimof
support fromordi nary Umo nenbers.

As al ready noted, Harakah, the official organ of Pas has in the past
gi ven pronmi nence to reports of Umo nenbers said to have joined the party
and that certain Umo branches had been voluntarily dissol ved.

Party President Fadil Noor had al so nmentioned in the course of the
recent Sabah State el ection that sone 70,000 have joined the party.

Wul d there be a contest of sorts then between Pas and Keadilan in the
chase to rope in Umo nenbers?

Are Umo nenbers really leaving the party in droves as clai ned and
reported?

And woul d any Unmo nenber of Parlianment or State Assenbl ynan now cross
the floor to join Keadil an?

An el ectoral pact there would have to be between Keadil an and ot her
opposition parties for the comng Parliament and State el ections.

Where then would certain party | eaders such as Dr Chandra Muzafar, |rene
Fernandez (of Tenaganita) and Zai nur Zakaria fromthe Bar Council contest,
shoul d they enter the fray?

Reported earlier in the Mal ay nedia was specul ati on that Wan Azi zah
m ght be contesting in Kubang Pasu against Prine Mnister Dari Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad.

Woul d Pas | eaders then be on the hustings for her when the party itself
i s not nom nati ng wonen candi dat es on i deol ogi cal grounds?

As Jocel yn Tan, covering the political scene wote the other day:

"At cl osed-door neetings, Pas | eaders are tal ki ng about form ng the
Governnent by the year 2005 ... could the splitting of Malay votes between
Umo, Pas and Keadilan then have an effect on the party's ultimte goal ?

In the party's schenme of things, its |eaders do not have Wan Azi zah al a
Benazir Bhutto in mind as the next Prine Mnister. Nor Datuk Seri Anwar
| brahi m hi msel f.

Questions, therefore abound and there are no easy answers no natter how
rhetorically worded.

Just say "reformasi" aloud and conming to mind i medi ately are scenes of
t he anti - Chi nese havoc unl eashed by | ndonesi an reformasi el ements.

For the nmonment thousands of Pas flags are fluttering throughouts Perlis.



Havi ng l ost in Sabah recently, Pas is returning to the Malay heartl and,
one by one.
( END)
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