09/ 07/ 1999

Quiet start to nation's tryst with destiny

CYBERJAYA, Thurs. - It was a | owkey cerenony for an historic occasion.
But the crowd of corporate chiefs, governnent officials and reporters

wi t nessing the |Iaunch of Cyberjaya today did not need any dazzling special
effects to recogni se the magnitude of the event.

Cyberjaya will be one of the nerve centres of the Miltinedia Super
Corridor, and home to the corporate tenants who have been granted MSC
st at us.

Wth a high-tech infrastructure that includes a fibre-optics
communi cati ons network, Cyberjaya was designed to be an incubator for
cutting edge I T products and services for the gl obal market.

Besides its public anenities, Cyberjaya will also be the site of
mul timedi a universities, Smart homes and school s and research and
devel oprment centres, taking the concept of urbania in Malaysia to a new
| evel

For such a project, it was perhaps fitting to keep the | aunching
cerenony free of fuss, allowing the city's inpressive credentials - it was
conpl eted one year ahead of schedule - to speak for itself.

The crowd on hand to see the cerenpony gathered at the picturesque
grounds of Cyberview Lodge's Apec Garden by 8am and the air was the abuzz
with tal k about the | aunch of one of the world's first intelligent cities.

Cabi net M nisters and senior civil servants nmingled with the heads of
the sone of the top I T-rel ated conpani es agai nst cl ear skies that prom sed
no rain woul d danpen the | aunch

Ustaz Pirdaus Ismail Al -Hafiz, the i mamat National Msque, started the
ceremony with a brief doa sel amat.

The dignataries - 13 International Advisory Panel menbers, 13
representatives and observors, and key Cabi net nenbers who are part of the
MSC i npl enentation committee - then assenbl ed for what has cone to be a
traditional group photo at every neeting of the International Advisory
Panel .

After his speech, the Prine Mnister then gathered at a sem -circul ar
table with the other VIPs. They placed their hands on the table, and a
colum rose behind thembearing the letters "MsC. "

A panel on the colum then silently slid open, revealing a plaque with
the words "A A obal Bridge to the Next M1l enniunt. Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Mohamad signed the plaque, putting his name to the project that he had
nur sed si nce inception.

Wth that, Cyberjaya officially came into being. As the guests exited
the garden for a gruelling day of discussions, soap bubbles were rel eased
and fl oated around the shrubbery, addi ng a whinsical touch to a nationa
nm | est one.

( END)
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