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R&D: High time for an overhau

I T has been said that while winners in the 20th century are those who
i nvented new products, the winners of the next century will cone from
i nterfaci ng of new product and process technol ogi es. Needl ess to say,

countries in the forefront are those which are strongly conmtted to

research and devel opnent .

In the case of Malaysia, there appears to be no | ack of awareness on the
part of the top leaders that it is inperative the country adopt a pattern
of growth led by inmprovenents in productivity brought about by introducing
new t echnol ogi es and devel oping a nore skilled workforce. Prinme M nister
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad i s one | eader who never tires of rem nding
the nation of the need to nove in this direction if the plan to becone an
i ndustrialised nation by the year 2020 is to becone a reality. It has in
fact been his clarion call that Ml aysia has to possess the capabilities
to i nnovate hone-grown technol ogy to manufacture products for |ocal and
forei gn consunpti on.

This week in a speech launching Kolej Ikram Dr Mihathir deened it
necessary to express his di sappoi ntnment over the nation's overall research
and devel opnent effort. He | anented that allocations are not fully
utilised and while a | ot of progress has been made in the agricultura
field, the nation is very nuch lagging in the technical fields such as
mechani cs, el ectronics and nedi ci ne. He had sone nonths ago called on
officials in charge of R& funds to be | ess bureaucratic and be nore
i magi nati ve when consi dering applications.

G ven the urgency to change the highly unsatisfactory trends relating to
our R&D effort, the Science, Technol ogy and Environnent M nistry nust
i medi ately take on the task of rectifying the situation. For far too
| ong, we have been hearing that although Ml aysia has reseach institutes
and universities undertaking substantial R&D, these have little comerci al
rel evance. Conversely, the private sector is not undertaking sufficient
R&D. Meanwhile, the public and private sectors each appears to have its
own tale of woe.

Dr Mahathir made a pertinent point in saying that one of the problens in
under-utilisation of the R& funds is that "people who are controlling the
noney cannot appreci ate what the research centres or the researchers want
to do." They place too nuch enmphasis on direct returns. Such |ack of
under st andi ng coupled with the long wait for these funds have caused nuch
frustration anong our budding innovators and scientists. It is the
nation's loss if these people | eave for greener pastures outside the
country.

It is heartening that the Governnent is targeting to spend nore on R&D
in the Eighth Malaysia Plan. Froma |low of only 0.3 per cent of the gross
donestic product, the amount will be increased to an average of one per
cent. In reviewing the relevant policies to nmeet such a vital goal, the
M ni stry shoul d place on top of its agenda, the nation's R&D progranme.
Clearly, an overhaul of the whole system particularly relating to
priority areas and di shursenent of the available funds is | ong overdue.
Different criteria with nore flexibility will have to be used in giving
out the funds.

For applicants to be nore forthcom ng, there nust be clear guidelines
and nore alacrity in fund di sbursements. It is so true that nobody has a
monopol y of the skills of inventing. If the facilities and the funds are



avail able, then the results can be quite predictable.
( END)



	R&D: High time for an overhaul (NST 07/04/1999)

