29 APR 1999
RAFI DAH QUESTI ONS WAN AZ| ZAH S PATRI OTI SM

By: Sal ny Hashi m

SAN FRANCI SCO, April 29 (Bernama) -- UWMNO Supreme Council nenber Dat uk
Seri Rafidah Azi z Wednesday questioned Datin Seri Dr Wan Azizah Ismail's
loyalty to the country for turning to other countries in fighting her
cause.

Rafidah criticised Wan Azi zah for turning to countries |like the
Phi | i ppi nes and I ndonesi a for support and questioned her patriotism

"What kind of patriotismis that? Wen others run down your country,
your first instinct is to stand up for your country. If sonething is not
right you should criticise internally."

Rafi dah said this in response to a question froman Anerican
busi nessman here who wanted to know about the political situation in
Mal aysi a and asked if the KeADl Lan party | ed by Wan Azi zah was a form dabl e
opposition to UWNO in the upconing general el ections.

The International Trade and | ndustry M nister, who wapped up her
ni ne-day trade and investnent tour of Phoenix, Salt Lake City and San
Franci sco Wdnesday, said that KeADl Lan was not a forni dabl e opponent for
UWMNO as it did not have enough grassroot support.

She pointed out KeADl Lan had a long way to go and she urged Wan Azi zah,
wife of jailed ex-Deputy Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Anwar |brahim to |earn
fromthe experience of the now di sbhanded Semangat 46.

Led by fornmer Finance M nister Tengku Razal ei gh Hanezah, S46 had strong
grassroot support and the backing of several "big guns" or senior cabinet
menbers but had failed to topple the UVNO | eader shi p.

Rafi dah said, "It all came to naught. He's (Razal ei gh) now back with us

He can't do it fromthe periphery. He's now back in the fold."

Raf i dah noted that Anwar, who was hand-pi cked by Prime M nister Datuk
Seri Dr. Mahat hir Mhamad as his successor, did not emerge fromthe
grassroot and was now al one with the backing of his personal staffers and
several branch menbers.

Raf i dah urged Anerican busi nessmen to understand Ml aysi an politics.
"This is not a one-nman show but what we have is a collective cabinet.
Shoul d one person die or is dropped, the policies continue for the good of
the country.”

Rafi dah bristled at the portrayal by Western media of Malaysia's
cabi net as a bunch of "yes-nen."

She di sputed the description and said that she would rather resign than
becone a "yes-person” in the cabinet.

She rem nded the audi ence that nmedi a hype could "nake a nmountain out of
a mol ehill" and pointed out that Anwar had often been described as an
"econoni ¢ whi z" by the Western nedia.

She said in jest that she should then be dubbed the "Superwhi z" because
she taught Anwar an econom cs subject when he pursued Mal ay Studi es at
Uni versity of Mal aya.

Raf i dah said the country was now novi ng towards recovery and it woul d
be regrettable if the activities |l ed by one person could disrupt the
aspirations of the rest of the people who wanted stability and success for
the country. -- Bernana
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