06 MAY 1999
Raf i dah- Mahat hi r
RAFI DAH WANTS MAHATHI R NOT TO TALK ABOUT RESI GNI NG

ALOR SETAR, May 6 (Bernama) -- International Trade and | ndustry
M ni ster Datuk Seri Rafidah Aziz today appealed to Prine M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad not to tal k about resigning.

"I''m maki ng an open appeal to Dr Mahathir not to mention about
resigning, retiring or handing over duty to his successor," she said
addressi ng a gat hering of Kedah wonen | eaders here.

The country still needed Dr Mahathir's services and conti nued
st ewar dshi p, she said.

Rafi dah said she nade such appeal to minimse public speculation.

"Let's leave to All ah the question of the prime mnister stepping

down, " she said.
"Newspapers al so shoul dn't ask when Dr Mahathir is retiring. There's
still so nmuch that we need to do," she said.

Moreover, Rafidah said, the people were also relieved with Deputy Prinme
M ni ster Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahmad Badawi 's decl aration that he was not in
a hurry to assunme the prine mnistership.

Speaking to reporters |ater, Rafidah said an opposition proposal to
hold a public debate with Umo on secul ari smwoul d not hel p overcone
probl ens at the grass-root |evel.

It woul d need nmuch explaining for the masses to counter lies spread by
t he opposition, she said.

Rafi dah was asked to comment on Kel antan Menteri Besar Datuk Nk Aziz
Nik Mat's invitation to Umo to hold a debate with PAS on secul ari sm
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