10/ 08/ 1999
Raf i dah: Focus on wi nni ng el ection

Trina Thomas Raj

KUALA LUMPUR, Mon. - Wanita Umo nenbers should put aside their

di fferences and concentrate on winning the general election, its fornmer
chief Datuk Seri Rafidah Aziz said today.

She rem nded nenbers to concentrate on their constituencies, which nmeans
they nmust go down to the grass roots.

"l hope that Wanita Umo will not have any bickering that will hanper
our work for the election. This is the attitude that has brought about the
nmess we are now in," she added.

Rafi dah, who is International Trade and I ndustry M nister, was speaking
to reporters after officiating the Mal aysian I ndustrial Devel opnent
Authority familiarisation programre for officials of investnment pronotion
agenci es.

She added that in Wanita Umo there were no "Rafidah's supporters".

"I regard every Wanita Umo nenber as ny nenber because they are Umo
menbers. Wiet her they vote for ne, |ike ne, support ne or not that is
immaterial to ne."

She al so asked Wanita Umo nenbers to stop aligning thenselves to
factions.

"That is the way to the downfall of Ummo."

She advi sed the novement's chief Datuk Dr Siti Zaharah Sul ai man not to
play "factional" politics.

Raf i dah was Wanita Umo chief for 12 years before Siti Zaharah took over
in 1996.

Meanwhi | e, Wanita Umo Exco nmenber Dr Norraesah Mohamad today expressed
surprise over newspaper reports that the novenent's Exco nenbers m ght
call for a vote of no-confidence against Siti Zaharah.

"As far as we are concerned, the issue has been resolved after the
reshuffl e was withdrawn by Siti Zaharah on the advice of the party
president (Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad)," Norraesah said.

Wani ta deputy chief Datuk Napsiah Orar confirned that there had been no
di scussi on anong the Exco nenbers on any proposed vote of no-confidence
agai nst Siti Zaharah.

"l am al so not aware of such a nove," said Exco nenber Datuk Maznah
Ham d, who was rapped for her controversial statenent on the exi stence of
facti ons and back-stabbing within the novenent.

Maznah sai d she nade the statenment about the existence of factions to
open the eyes of everyone so that all would work to i nprove the situation
In Kual a Pilah, Napsiah said Siti Zaharah should call for a neeting of

t he executive council

She said this was to explain her (Siti Zaharah's) controversial decision

toinitiate a reshuffle within the novenent.
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