27 OCT 1999
Court - Anwar ( Rafi dah)
RAFI DAH HAS PI TTED ME AGAI NST PM SAYS ANWAR

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 27 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Anwar |Ibrahimtold the
H gh Court here today that International Trade and I ndustry M nister Datuk
Seri Rafidah Aziz had pitted himagainst the prinme mnister.

Rafi dah did this through her words and letters, the forner deputy prinme
m ni ster said.

"I say this because to ne, Rafidah, either orally or in witing,
criticised and attacked the prine mnister for being surrounded by crooks
and bei ng obsessed with nmega projects but in front of the prinme mnister,
she attacked ne," he said.

Asked whet her he knew what Rafidah's notive was, he said Rafidah wanted
to save herself fromcorruption charges.

"She knew t hat she woul d face corruption charges, so the way to save
hersel f was to show that she was on the prine mnister's side as well as
mne," he said inreply to his | eading counsel, Christopher Fernando, on
the fourth day of his defence in his sodony trial which entered its 66th
day today.

Anwar, 52, and his adopted brother, Sukma Darnmawan Sasmitaat Madja, 38,
are being jointly tried for sodom sing Azi zan Abu Bakar, 39, the fornmer
driver of Anwar's wife, at Sukma's apartnent in Tivoli Villa, Bangsar,
here, one night at 7.45 between January and March, 1993.

Sukma, a businessnan, is also charged with abetting Anwar to sodoni se
Azi zan at the same place and tine.

Earlier, the court was told that the attorney-general had proposed five
corruption charges agai nst Rafidah and that Anwar hi nsel f had i nfornmed
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad about this.

Anwar said Rafidah met himafter she learnt that he had informed the
prinme mnister of the proposed charges.

"She al so knew about the initiative by Datuk Seri Megat Junid (Megat
Ayob) to have the penalty agai nst her for the charges reduced,” he said.

He said that at the neeting, he rapped Rafidah, telling her that as a
senior mnister she knew that they could not make a pact with the
attorney-general or influence the judge as stated in Megat Junid' s letter.

Anwar told the court yesterday that Megat Junid, who was then deputy
home m nister, had sent a letter to the prinme mnister with a copy to him

Megat Junid, who is now Domestic Trade and Consumer Affairs Mnister
was one of the four people naned by Anwar as "master conspirators” in his
defence of a conspiracy to topple him

He had clained that they acted so after he conplained to Dr Mahathir of
their alleged m sconduct and that Rafidah was al so i nvolved in the
conspi racy.

Anwar said that at the neeting. Rafidah scolded himfor reporting the
matter to Dr Mahathir but he told her that the report was nothing new as
the prime minister already knew about the matter.

"I was only discharging nmy responsibility. Mreover, at that tine, |
was chai rman of the Cabinet Conmittee on Government Managenent and
Strengt heni ng. Very unpopul ar job, My Lord," he said, smling.

Anwar said that after the neeting, Rafidah sent hima letter
criticising and attacking the prinme mnister.

"When she wants to criticise PM she wites to me. Wen she goes to PM
she accuses ne," he said.

He added that although Rafidah had tried to prove that she was his



| oyal supporter, and he probably believed her at that tinme, the events
after that showed ot herw se

"I was not a smart politician," he added, smling.

Anwar said Rafidah, in her letter to him had said: "PMseens to be
surrounded by crooks and Tun Dai m ( Zai nuddi n) seens to want everything ..
PM had better shape up on his judgment of people before his good nane
becones irrevocably marred ... and we are much too involved in gl anour
proj ects".

Rafi dah's letter was in reply to his |letter querying, anong ot her
t hi ngs, the status of a conpany, Gunawan Steel, which had to be clarified
to the prinme mnister.

Anwar sai d Rafidah al so expressed her dissatisfaction with Tun Dai m
the First Finance M nister, who she clained to have taken too many

privatised projects, land and shares but was still nmain adviser to the
prinme mnister.
Rafi dah had al so stated: "I amfrankly sick and tired of insinuations

by people. If Daimwants to be a steel giant, let himbe. But don't plant
insinuations in PMs head", said Anwar who read out the letter after it was
adm tted as an exhibit.

On another matter, Anwar said the Special Branch investigated the
matter after his aide de canp, ASP Zull Aznam Haron, |odged a police report
on a poison pen letter entitled "Tal gin Terbuka Untuk Anwar |brahimi' (Last
Rites for Anwar |brahim on Aug 15, 1997, which contained allegations of
hi s sexual m sconduct.

Speci al Branch Director Datuk Mhaned Said Awang | ater informed him
that the investigation revealed that there was a political conspiracy
agai nst himinvolving politicians |ike Datuk Aziz Sanmsuddin (Dr Mahathir's
political secretary), Daim Megat Junid and Tan Sri Abdul Rahi m Tamby Chik
(fornmer Mel aka chief minister), he said.

Anwar said Mohaned Said told himthat the report on the matter had been
submitted to Dr Mahathir, who later told a nedia conference that there was
an attenpt to topple Anwar as his deputy and that the allegations of sexua
m sconduct were defamatory and basel ess.

Dr Mahathir also told the reporters that those who nade the all egations
"deserved to be shot", Anwar said, adding: "but in the end I was shot."

At his juncture, Fernando told the court that the defence would be
calling the reporters who covered the event as w tnesses.

The hearing was adjourned to tonorrow because Anwar had to undergo a
medi cal exami nation at the Kuala Lunpur Hospital at 2.15pm
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