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RAH M RESI GNS, TAKES FULL RESPONSI BI LI TY FOR ANVAR S | NJURI ES

KUALA LUMPUR, Jan 7 (Bernama) -- Tan Sri Abdul Rahi m Noor today
announced his resignation as |Inspector-General of Police effective
t oror r ow.

In a three paragraphed statenment issued here this evening, Abdul Rahim
said he took full responsibility for injuries suffered by forner deputy
prime mnister Datuk Seri Anwar |brahimwhile in police custody.

He said he nade the decision to resign following the Attorney General's
press statenent on Tuesday which held the Royal Malaysia Police fully
responsible for Anwar's injuries while he was in the | egal custody of the
pol i ce.

Abdul Rahimsaid: "I, as the |Inspector-General of the Royal Ml aysia
Pol i ce, assune full responsibility in respect of the matters referred
t her et o.

"I have therefore taken a decision to term nate ny service as the
| nspector-General of Police with effect fromtonorrow 8th January, 1999."

Attorney-CGeneral Tan Sri Mhtar Abdul |l ah said on Tuesday he was
satisfied that the injuries on certain parts of Anwar's body were caused by
police officers.

However, he said, the special investigation teamwhich carried out the
i nvestigations had yet to identify the person or persons responsible for
such injuries.

Mohtar said he had directed the teamto conplete its investigation by
recording statenents fromnine senior police officers.

They include Abdul Rahim his deputy Tan Sri Norian Mai, Datuk Mhd
Ghazali Yacub (Director of Internal Security and Public Order), Datuk
Yaacob Mohd Anin (Director of Crimnal |Investigation Departnent) and Dat uk
Meor Chek Hussien Mahayuddi n (Comrmander of Police Special Force).

The police investigation file contained anong ot her things, statenents
recorded under section 112 of the Crim nal Procedure Code from 67
wi t nesses, nanely, Anwar, three doctors who had exam ned Anwar and 63
menbers of the Police Force involved in the operation to arrest Anwar at
hi s house and his detention at the federal police headquarters in Bukit
Aman.

Anwar was arrested at his home on Sept 20 after |leading an ill egal
assenbly in the Federal capital and follow ng denpnstrations in the city by
hi s supporters.

When he was brought to the Kuala Lunmpur Sessions Court on Sept 29,
Anwar appeared with a black left eye and told the court that he was beaten
unconsci ous on the first night of his arrest.

A Special Investigation Teamwas then fornmed headed by (then Melaka CID
Chief) SACII Mat Zain Ibrahimto investigate Anwar's all egation of police
assault. Mat Zain is now the Kual a Lumpur CI D Chief.

Fol | owi ng Mbhtar's statenent various groups voi ced di sappoi nt nent over
the sl ow progress of the investigations and called for the setting up of an
i ndependent teamto investigate Anwar's injuries, while others denanded
that the AG and Abdul Rahi mresign.

In response, Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad yest er day
sai d the governnent woul d consider setting up an independent panel to
i nvestigate charges that police officers had caused injuries to Anwar
during his detention.

Dr Mahathir said he understood that many nore questions still needed to



be asked of very senior officers and as such police investigations were
i nconpl et e.

Meanwhil e, as of 6.30 pmreporters were canpi ng outsi de Abdul Rahim s
house in Taman Tun Dr Ismail here to nonitor further devel opnment.

Police officers were al so seen entering the house.

Nori an when contacted refused to coment on Abdul Rahim s resignation
or on himbeconm ng the new | GP.
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