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RAHI M RESI GNS OVER " BLACK EYE" | NCI DENT

KUALA LUVMPUR, 7 Jan (Bernama) -- lnvestigations into the injuries
suffered by Datuk Seri Anwar |brahimwhile in police custody took a
stunning twi st today with the sudden resignation of Inspector-General of
Police Tan Sri Abdul Rahi m Noor effective tonorrow.

This canme on the heel of a statenment by Attorney-CGeneral Tan Sri Mhtar
Abdul | ah two days ago that the police were fully responsible for the
injuries to Anwar.

It was a sad ending to the career of Abdul Rahi mwho assuned the role
of the nation's top police chief on Jan 16, 1994.

He was scheduled to retire in June | ast year but the governnent decided
to extend his service for two years.

The saga started when fornmer deputy prinme mnister Anwar appeared in
court on Sept 29 with a bruised eye which caused an outcry locally and
internationally.

Phot ographs of the fanmpbus "bl ack eye" even | anded on the front cover of
i nternational news nagazi nes.

According to Mohtar's statenent, Abdul Rahim 56, was one of the nine
hi gh-ranki ng police officers whose statenent was yet to be recorded by the
speci al investigation teamset up to probe the nmatter

Anwar had cl ai med during his mai den court appearance that police beat
hi m unconsci ous after he was arrested on Sept 21 under the Internal
Security Act and denied hi mnedical attention for five days.

Abdul Rahimsaid in his statenment today that he took ful
responsibility for the injuries suffered by Anwar while in police custody.

Moht ar had said that the investigation teamled by (then Mel aka CI D
Chief) SACII Mat Zain | brahim who is now the Kuala Lunmpur CID chief, had
yet to identify the person or persons responsible for such injuries.

The Mel aka- born Abdul Rahimjoined the police force in 1969 as a Cadet
Assi stant Superitendent of police after graduating fromUniversiti Ml aya.
He had served as Mel aka Tengah OCPD, Conmandant of the Kual a Kubu

Baharu Police Col |l ege, Sel angor Chief Police Oficer, Sabah Police
Conmi ssi oner and Special Branch director before assum ng the post of deputy
| GP.

The police have al so been accused by Anwar's supporters to have had a
role in a "conspiracy" to topple the country's fornmer nunber two.

In light of what had happened to Anwar, many parties expressed concern
and fear that whatever happened to Anwar coul d happen to any Ml aysi an.

But Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad hi nmsel f gave the
assurance that the police would investigate the "black eye" incident and
even Bukit Aman issued a statenent to assure the public that the
i nvestigation would be conducted in a fair manner.

Nevert hel ess, various groups voiced their disappointnent over the sl ow
progress of the investigations and called for the setting up of an
i ndependent commi ssion to probe Anwar's injuries while others demanded t hat
the AG and Abdul Rahi mresign.

Dr Mahathir said yesterday that the governnent woul d consider setting
up such a panel to investigate charges that police officers had caused
injuries to Anwar during his detention.

The police also drew the wath of the public, especially Anwar's
supporters, for thwarting their attenpts to hold illegal gatherings in the
city following his sacking fromthe Cabi net |ast Septenber



Abdul Rahi m pl ayed a key role to end the Communi st insurgency in the
country in 1989.
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