03/ 03/ 1999
Rahim | slapped Anwar twi ce on face

Sat want Si ngh

KUALA LUVPUR, Tues. - Forner Inspector-Ceneral of Police Tan Sri Abdu
Rahi m Noor told the Royal Commission of Inquiry that he sl apped Datuk Seri
Anwar | brahimon the "left and right" side of his face | ast year.

He said he sl apped Anwar, who then fell on the cenent slab of his cell
after the former Deputy Prime Mnister had uttered the words "N, bapa
anjing" when he was about to renove his blindfold.

Abdul Rahim however, said he could not renenber whether he had
delivered any ot her bl ows on Anwar, who was then under police custody, but

said: "I could have done it. | may have not done it".
"I't happened in split seconds ... | (then) felt soneone physically
pul ling me fromny back and out of the cell. |I then went back to the 30th

floor (at Bukit Aman)," he said.

Recal I ing the incident, Abdul Rahimsaid when he went into the cell
Anwar was standi ng and blindfol ded but he was not sure whether Anwar was
handcuf fed or not.

"When | approached him... ny first instinct was to renove the
blindfold. As | was about to do it, he uttered "N bapa anjing' (Here's,
father of the dogs)," he said.

Abdul Rahimtold the three-man panel investigating injuries sustained by
Anwar that when he heard this, he lost his cool and sense of control

The three-nmenber conmi ssion conprises former Chief Justice of Mal aya Tan
Sri Anuar Zainal Abidin, who is heading it, former Court of Appeal judge
Dat uk Mahadev Shankar and Pantai Medi cal Centre consultant orthopaedic
surgeon Datuk Dr Yeoh Poh Hong.

Former attorney-general Tan Sri Abu Talib Ghman is | eading the
i nvestigation.

"Per haps because of the offensive words ... perhaps because what we (the
police) had discussed (earlier) on the situation in Kuala Lunpur that
eveni ng, pressure was there on ne. Al this in totality caused nme to | ose
my sense of bal ance,” he said.

He said CID director Datuk Yaacob Mohd Amin pulled himout of the cel
saying "Tan Sri" repeatedly two or three tinmes but said he was not sure
whet her CI D deputy director Datuk Ram i Yusoff was there at that tine as
"the matter happened so fast".

"I wish to make it clear, ny act was not pronpted, asked, abetted,
directed, instructed, assisted by anyone, not even ny police officers and
not even by the Prine Mnister (Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhamad)," he said
when replying to another question.

Abdul Rahi m al so deni ed he had given any signals to anybody to handcuff
and blindfold Anwar in his cell in the | ock-up area before proceeding to
the cell.

He al so deni ed he had given instructions to Chief Inspector Yap Khiam
WAi to rem nd those bringing Anwar to Bukit Aman after his arrest to
ensure Anwar was blindfol ded. He said there was no reason to do so.

Abdul Rahi msaid he was briefed by Special Force commander Datuk Meor
Chek Hussei n Mahayuddin on Anwar's arrest while he was in a di scussion
wi th other senior police officers.

He said at that tinme, they were still searching for answers to the
situation in the Kl ang Vall ey, wondering whether they should ask for help
fromthe arny and on whether to inpose curfewto avoid bl oodshed as seen
in Jakarta



"We decided to seek assistance fromthe arny, ... seeking assistance
fromState Police contingents, reinforcenents of FRU personnel and support
fromthe General Operations Force,"” he said.

Abdul Rahi m sai d about 20 to 30 minutes |ater, he decided to cone down
to meet Anwar at his cell because he knew Anwar. He was nmet by Yaacob on
the ground fl oor before they proceeded to the | ock-up area.

He said when he returned to the 30th floor (after the incident), they
continued their discussion on public order as the crowd was stil
gathering in front of Seri Perdana and they were debati ng whether to
i mpose a curfew.

"It was then that we found out that the arrest (of Anwar) was effected
under section 377B of the Penal Code by the Kuala Lumpur police," he said.
He said his deputy (then) Tan Sri Norian Mai was annoyed and asked why

Anwar was arrested under section 377B (and not | SA).

"W were asking for an expl anati on why was the wong | aw applied and we
were told there was a m scomruni cation. It was not conmuni cated fast
enough down, " he sai d.

Abdul Rahimsaid earlier that day on (Sept 20) at 8pm at a neeting
attended, anpbng others, by Norian, the Special Branch Director Datuk Yusof
Abdul Rahman and Managenent Director Datuk Mohd Jami| Johari they had
decided to arrest Anwar under the | SA

He said the uppernost concern in their mnds was to avoid riots as that
seen in Indonesia fromoccuring here at all costs and also to avoid a
repeat of the May 13, 1969 i nci dent.

Abdul Rahi msaid they believed Anwar was the mai n organi ser of the
denonstrations in Kual a Lunpur.

"On Sept 22, Yaacob and Ranli came to see ne at ny office and inforned
me of the request made by Anwar for a doctor. No nention was rmade of the
injury to the forehead or the eye," he said.

Abdul Rahimsaid his imediate reaction was that since Anwar was under
the Special Branch detention perhaps it should take further action on
Anwar's request.

He al so said that he was not aware at that tinme that Anwar had any
injuries as it happened in split seconds "I was never told of the injury
on the forehead".

Earlier, Abdul Rahimalso testifed on the situation in Kuala Lunmpur on
Sept 20 saying just before the evening prayers, crowds fromthe Nationa
Mosque had spilled over into Dataran Merdeka.

"There were fiery speeches made by Anwar, in addition to those nade
earlier by himat Masjid Negara, fromthere, the crowd continued their
activity to the Putra Wrld Trade Centre," he said.

"A part of them al so headed towards the Prime Mnister's official
residence ... W were practically caught with our pants down," he said.

Abdul Rahimsaid intelligence cane from Special Branch officers with a
few hi gh-grade believable reports which clainmed that the denonstrators had
pl anned to sit-in at Parliament.

To a question by Karpal, on his press statenent on his resignation, he
said, he did not accept personal responsibility then because "I understood
that there was a police investigation in progress".

He al so said that he did not adnit in his statement to the then ACP Mat
Zain lIbrahim who was headi ng a special investigation teaminvestigating
the injuries, as he did not have the benefit of a counsel then.

To anot her quesiton, Abdul Rahi mdenied that he went into the cell and
i medi ately punched Anwar on the forehead.

When asked on a statenent by himon Sept 24 at a Press confrence where
he was reported to have said that Anwar was safe and sound, he said, based
on information he received on Sept 22, he honestly thought that Anwar was



safe and that was why he had said Anwar woul d be put to trial.

He al so denied the attack had been pl anned.

To a question by Teh, he said, apart fromthe circunstances then, he had
no reason or notive to assault Anwar saying "W were close friends
al t hough he was not my mnister”.

Anot her wi tness, ASP Zulkifli Mohaned, told the inquiry he saw Ranii
giving signals to blindfold and handcuff Anwar while he (Zulkifli) was
com ng out of Anwar's cell.

He said he | ater saw Abdul Rahim Yaacob and Ram i headi ng towards the
passage | eading to Anwar's cell.

Shortly after, Zulkifli said he heard soneone exclai m"Adui! Kenapa
pukul saya Jangan Pukul Saya".

He said he then saw Yaacob pulling Abdul Rahimwhile Ram i was pushing
Abdul Rahim

The i nquiry continues.

(END)
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