10 DEC 1999
Rai s- Repent
RAI' S REPENTS, VALUES DR MAHATHIR' S TRUST I N H M

SEREMBAN, Dec 10 (Bernama) -- Datuk Dr Rais Yatimsays he is surprised
by his appointnment as a Cabinet mnister, after a 12-year | apse.

Hi s | ast Cabi net post was as Foreign Mnister before he quit in 1987.

"I repent, | appreciated very nuch the confidence placed on ne to be in
Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad' s cabi net.

"Personal |y, the appointnent is an overall rehabilitation to ne," he
tol d BERNAVA when contacted at his house in Kuala Lunmpur today.

Dr Mahathir today naned Rais as the Mnister in the Prinme Mnister's
Departnment. He won in the Jel ebu parlianmentary seat in the Nov 29 genera
el ection.

Rais said: "The last tine | was in the Cabinet was in 1987. Wth the
| apse of nearly 12 years, it's unthinkable of nme returning to the Cabinet.

" | did not expect this appointnent. Wth ny political background of
| eavi ng Umo about 10 years ago and resigning as Foreign Mnister in 1987,
it would not have been easy for Dr Mahathir to appoint ne," he said.

" And now, |'ve to work directly under Dr Mahathir in the Prine
M nister's Departnment,"” said the 57-year-old constitutional expert.

Rai s served as Negeri Senbilan Menteri Besar from 1978-1982 before
bei ng appoi nted Land and Regi onal Devel opnent M nister (1982-85),

I nformati on M ni ster (1985-86) and Foreign Mnister (1986-87) before
|l eaving Umo to join Parti Ml ayu Senmangat 46 (S46).

He rejoined Umo after the dissolution of S46.

Rai s assured Dr Mahathir he woul d di scharge his duties to the best of
his ability.

"I"'mdeternmined to work hard to make Bari san Nasional (BN) a strong
governnent to continue its devel opnent agenda and ensure the people's
prosperity.

"All these while, | did not harbour any hopes of returning to the
cabi net although | was actively hel ping out in inplementing party
programres, " he added.
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