17/ 05/ 1999
Rai se retirenment age to 60, says Mruc

Sar ban Si ngh

PETALI NG JAYA, Sun. - Mal aysian Trades Uni on Congress president Senator
Zai nal Ranpak today urged the Governnent to increase the retirenent age
for civil servants to 60 years.

However, he said the Governnent should continue to allow civil servants
to opt for early retirenent.

He said the present limt of 55 years was introduced by the British back
in the 1950s and was now obsol et e.

Zai nal said even the British governnent had extended the retirenent age
to 65 years.

He said there was a need to increase the retirenent age as life
expect ancy anong Mal aysi ans had al so i ncreased.

Cting an exanple, Zainal said even the Singapore Government has
increased the retirenent age for their workers to 62 years from60 years
early this year.

The United States governnent has al so increased the retirenent age to
62, India (58), Thailand (60) and Scandi navi an countries (67).

"Civil servants working in local authorities, unifornmed bodies and in
t he support groups receive a neagre pension upon retirenent.

"The anmount, after deducting their housing | oans and ot her conmitnent,
is not sufficient for their other nonthly expenditure.

"It is very difficult for themto nake ends neets," he said.

Zainal said if these workers were allowed to work for another five years
they would be able to settle their |oans and their children woul d al ready
be enpl oyed.

He said sone of these workers would even find it difficult to get better
payi ng jobs as they were not skilled.

Zainal said on a recent trip to Sabah, he was told by a fewretired
police and arned forces personnel that they only earned a basic salary of
about RMBOO a nonth working as security guards/officers.

"Just imagine, howis a famly man with school going children going to
survive with such a salary,"” he said.

Zainal said if the Governnent increased the retirenment age to 60 years,
enpl oyers in the private sector would al so follow suit.

Zainal also criticised Human Resources M nister Datuk LimAh Lek for
saying that the Governnent was not ready to inplenment a m ni mum wage
schene.

Speaking to reporters in Penang | ast week, Limhad said that Ml aysia
was not ready to inpose mninumwage for its workers as such a nove could
drive away foreign investors and hanper econom c recovery efforts.

Limhad said the setting of a nmininumwage as proposed by the MIuC
recently woul d pose a financial burden on enpl oyers, especially those
operating snmall busi nesses.

Zainal said even Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad had
prom sed the MTUC in a neeting | ast August that Ml aysia would inplenent a
m ni nrum wage of RML, 200 when t he econony recover ed.

"Whay woul d foreign i nvestors oppose the schene when it has al ready been
implemented in their countries," he said addi ng that foreigners would not
sinmply nove operations as not all devel oping countri es had excel | ent
infrastructure and other facilities |ike Ml aysia.
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