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Ram i - Happy( Speci al Report)
RAMLI HAPPY TO LEAVE PERAK W TH PRI DE

| POH, Dec 3 (Bernamm) -- There is not nuch change in his official
resi dence except for several things which have been packed while at one
corner there are several boxes of dried flowers arranged in such a way that
they are ready to be noved to sonme ot her prem ses.

After alnobst 17 years as Menteri Besar and staying at the official
residence right in the heart of Ipoh city, Tan Sri Ramli Ngah Talib finally
has to | eave the prem ses which had wi tnessed various events besi des being
home to his four children who were raised there

It was al so the place where his wife Raja Puan Sri Noora Ashikin, who
i s chairmen of several wonen's associations, taught the associations
menbers how to nmake pot-pourri whether for sale or for their own
consunpti on.

In an interviewrecently, he said he has m xed feelings about his
departure within the next two weeks to join the federal governnent.

He is sad to | eave close friends behind and not being able to see the
conpl etion of sonme of the projects that he had initiated and at the sane
time he is happy because he had brought Perak to a | evel of devel opnent
that he can be proud of.

"When | first assunmed the post of Menteri Besar, the situation in the
state was rather backward in various aspects including infrastructure,
econony and culture,"” said Rami who was nmade acting Menteri Besar in
Oct ober 1982 before being officially appointed to the post on March 1
1983.

In the recent general election, he switched constituency fromthe
Kanpung Gaj ah state seat to the Pasir Sal ak parlianentary seat.

Recal ling his involvenment in the general elections, Ranli who was born
in Pasir Salak on March 1, 1941, said the nost nenorabl e incident was when
he was asked to contest the Kanpung Gaj ah State Legislative Assenbly seat
in the 1978 general el ection.

"I was happy because | was given the trust although I was the youngest
Umo division head in the state then," he said.

Ram i, who has a Bachel or of Law degree from Queen's University,

Bel fast and a Barrister-at-Law fromLincoln's Inn, was al so the youngest
Perak Menteri Besar when he was appointed to the post at the age of 42.

"Dr Mahathir was responsible in choosing me as Exco nmenber and Menteri
Besar," he said.

He said the drop in the price of tin on the international market in the
early 1980s had a significant effect on the tin mning industry which was
t he backbone of the Perak econonmy and resulted in a sl ow ng down of the
state's devel opnent.

Ram i said he had to bring in foreign investors and inpl ement
i ndustrialisation programes to revive the Perak econony.

Up to August this year, the state governnent had approved vari ous
i ndustrialisation projects worth RML. 086 billion, an increase of 164.8 per
cent or RVM10.1 mllion fromthe sane period of |ast year.

The increased investnment had al so rai sed job opportunities for locals
by 39.5 per cent from 3,308 to 4,615 j obs.

He said the Perak governnent al so endeavoured to devel op agriculture by
concentrating on productivity followi ng the decreasing size of agricultura
| and due to industrialisation.

Padi production rose to seven tons per hectare conpared with 3.5 tons



per hectare previously, he said.

"We al so have nore than 14,000 hectares of oil palmplantation in
I ndonesi a,” Rami said.

In terms of culture, he said Perak is anmobng the states which had
successfully inproved the standard of cultural activity especially anong
the Malay community.

He said a study by a professor fromthe University of Mal aya showed
that Perak had 46 cultural materials relating to the Malay race, exceedi ng
those found in Kel antan and Terengganu whi ch were said to be the centre of
devel opnent of the Malay culture all this tine.

He said Perak now has the third hi ghest per capita incone besides
havi ng the nost popul ar donestic tourist destinations.

The per capita incone in the state is between RVb, 130 and RMb, 314 in
1999 and next year conpared with RW, 946 | ast year
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