16/ 09/ 1999
Ranos proposes KL and Manila revive EAGA

Sreer ema Banoo
FORMER Phi | i ppi ne President Fidel Ranps has proposed that his country and
Mal aysi a spearhead the revival of the Brunei-Indonesia- Ml aysi a-
Phi | i ppi nes East Asean Grow h Area (Bl MP-EAGA) initiative which has
faltered because of the regi onwi de financial turmoil in 1997.
Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhamad i s supportive of the idea
Ranos told reporters in Kual a Lunpur yesterday.
He is on a four-day visit to Mal aysia and | eaves for hone today.
Earlier in the day, Ranbs net with Dr Mahathir at Putrajaya and al so
vi sited Cyberj aya.
Bl MP- EAGA was established in 1993 with a view to expandi ng econoni c,
soci al and cultural exchange and cooperation anong the four countri es.
Under its framework, Malaysia is responsible for tourismand tourism
devel oprent, | ndonesia for shipping and shipping transport, Brunei for air
transport and civil aviation, and the Philippines for fisheries and food
pr ocessi ng.
Ranps said strong nonmentumwas created when the initiative was newy
| aunched, but progress has since sl owed down.
In the Iight of inproved econom ¢ conditions two years after the East
Asi an econonies were hit by narket turbulence, it is tinmely that the
Phi | i ppi nes and Mal aysi a provi de a second wi nd for the Bl MP- EAGA
"The Mal aysi a- Phi |l i ppi nes Busi ness Council has to take it up fromhere,"
he said, adding that he had al so recei ved proposals fromthe M ndanao
Busi ness Council for himto | ead trade del egati ons abroad and t hese
m ssions are expected to begin early next year.
Menber countries should take advantage of the vast trading opportunities
in the Bl MP- EAGA whi ch has a popul ation of 45 million people, he added.
Ranps is in Malaysia at the invitation of the Pahang Government to
pronote stronger ties between the two countries in econonic devel opnent,
i nvestnent, trade, tourism and education and cul ture.
The former president chairs the Ranps Peace and Devel opment Foundati on
which is involved in academ c as well as business activities.
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