14/ 09/ 1999

Ranps urges continued enhancenent of ties

KUALA LUMPUR, Mon. - Mal aysia and the Philippines shoul d never be
satisfied with the status quo of the ties between the two countries but
conti nue to enhance relations, said former Philippines President Fide
Ranos t oday.

"We shoul d continue to strengthen, pronote and expand bilateral ties."

One of the i mmedi ate programes the Philippines planned to undertake was
renewal and expansi on progranmmes in common areas for the Brunei-Indonesia-
Mal aysi a- Phi | i ppi nes- East Asean Growt h Area (Bl MP- EAGA) .

Bl MP- EAGA was initiated in 1993 to open new avenues and opportunities
for econom ¢, social and cultural exchange anmpbng the sponsoring four
countri es.

"Of course the activities within EAGA was sl owed down during the
econom c turnoil," he said after paying a courtesy call on Information
M nister Tan Sri Khalil Yaakob today.

"But since this is the comopn market of some 45 million people,

Phi |l i ppines feels that these activities nust be reinforced at this tine
when the econony is recovering."

Ranpbs who is the chai rman of Ranbs Peace and Devel opnent Foundation is
on avisit to the country at the invitation of Pahang Menteri Besar Datuk
Adnan Yaakob for a series of discussions to pronbte stronger ties in
econom ¢ devel opnent, investnment, trade, tourism education and culture
bet ween Mal aysi a and t he Phili ppi nes.

Ranpbs will pay a courtesy call on Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad at Putraj aya on Wednesday.
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