11 MAR 1999
Mahat hi r - Festi ve
RANAU FOLKS | N FESTI VE MOOD FOR PM VI SI T

RANAU, March 11 (Bernama) -- Ranau fol ks turned out in the thousands at
the Tanu market site in Seberang Sungai here to catch a glinpse of Datuk
Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad and to listen to his speech before they head to
the polling stations tonorrow and on Sat urday.

They set out in droves fromtheir villages at the foothill of Munt
Ki nabal u since early norning to wel come the prinme mnister
Dr Mahathir, on an el ection canpaign trail, was scheduled to arrive

here to drumup support for the BN candi dates here and i n Kundasang.

However, their hopes were dashed as inclement weather prevented him
fromconing here.

However, with the advanced conmuni cati ons technol ogy, Dr Mahathir
addressed the crowd by tel ephone fromthe airport VIP room which was
rel ayed t hrough | oud speakers.

H s 20-m nute speech was al so aired over Radi o Sabah.

While waiting for Dr Mahathir's arrival, the Information Departnent's
Pent ar ana and Konbo Yayasan Pahang band entertained the crowd with songs
and traditional dances.

Among the local artistes were Datin Rafeah Buang.

Their festive and happy nmood, however, canme to an abrupt end when the
encee announced that Dr Mahathir's visit had been called off due to bad
weat her.

Land and Cooperative Devel opnent M nister Tan Sri Kasitah Gaddam were
anong the VIPs present to greet the prime mnister.
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