18/ 10/ 1999
F1 Grand Prix will benefit all, says PM(HL)

Lokman Mansor

THE hosting of the Forrmula One race will generate i mense spill over
benefits - fromthe touri smand donestic autonotive i ndustries right down
to the rural population, Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad
sai d.

He sai d the Petronas Mal aysian Grand Prix, the first to be hosted by

Mal aysi a, has put the country on the world map, and partici pants and
spectators who cane to the race were i npressed wi th what they saw.

"Thi s ki nd of exposure neans nore than mllions of ringgit worth of
advertising," Dr Mahathir told reporters at the end of the international
not or sports event at the Sepang I nternational Crcuit (SIC) yesterday.
He was asked to conmment on scepticisns that hosting the F1 race will
only benefit urban people and not all Ml aysi ans, especially those in
rural areas.

"The several hours we had before the race i ntroduced t hem(foreigners)
to Malaysia, and with that their interest to visit the country has
increased. If we can attract nore tourists to Mal aysia, then surely there
will be benefits,"” Dr Mahat hir added.

He sai d nore tourists nmeans nore enpl oyment opportunities for

Mal aysi ans, and t he revenue and i nvest nent gains to the Governnent can be
used to finance devel opnent projects.

"So we cannot say there is nothing for the rural fol k. These are all

spi noffs. Not directly, perhaps, because rural fol k may not cone to see
the race. Even then, | believe there may be sone who cane to see the
race," Dr Mahathir said.

He said hosting the F1 race is al so one way of expandi ng the vi ew of

Mal aysians to realise that there is a wi der world out.

"Actual ly, I nyself never dreaned of watching a race of international
standard in Ml aysia, what nmore for themto praise and be i npressed with
Mal aysi a," Dr Mahathir said.

The Prime M nister said everyone he net - F1 drivers, nmanagers, and
officials - all said the SIC was the best course and set the benchnmark for
future F1 courses.

He al so congratul ated and thanked the organi sers and staff who worked
hard to ensure the smooth running of the event.

"I hope this experience will enable themto plan and organi se races j ust
as well later," he added.

Dr Mahathir said in between hosting the F1 race every year, other types
of races can be organised at the SIC, which also has a go-kart circuit and
four-wheel -drive track.

"Many F1 drivers started out with go-karts, so this is where our young
kids can | earn howto drive. Sonme of themshould focus on notorsports in
an organi sed way, not racing (illegally) inthe mddle of the night," Dr
Mahat hi r sai d.

He sai d Mal aysi ans who want to excel in sports should discipline

t hensel ves | i ke chanpi on drivers M chael Schumacher and M ka Hakki nen.
"Before a race they do not drink, they sleep early, look after their
heal th and do not overeat. W see how disciplined they are; that is why
they can win. In our case, after a small victory, we start to | ose our
discipline. W don't |ike training and conpl ai n about our coaches," Dr
Mahat hi r sai d.

He sai d Mal aysi ans nmust | earn this because a nation whose peopl e are not



di sci plined cannot expect to becone successful.
"W hope our youth understand the i mportance of discipline. The
Governnent can prepare the infrastructure, build race tracks and all, but
if we don't have discipline, sorry," Dr Mahathir added.

( END)
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