25/ 01/ 1999
Rates will be reviewed if instructed by Cabi net

Pat vi nder Singh; Tony Enmanuel ; Hani zah Hashi m

KUALA LUMPUR, Sun. - The Works Mnistry will reviewtoll rates, including
al ong t he Damansar a- Puchong Expressway (LDP), if instructed to do so by
the Cabinet, its Mnister Datuk Seri S. Sany Vel lu said today.

He said the Mnistry had recei ved numerous objections fromthe public
and concerned organi sations who felt toll rates, especially along the LDP
wer e hi gh.

Assuring those concerned that their appeals and objections woul d be
brought to the attention of the Cabinet, he said: "If Prine Mnister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahathir Mohanad agrees with the rakyat and orders a review, then
it would be done."

A one-way toll of RML.50 for cars will be collected fromtonorrow at
each of the four toll plazas along the LDP expressway.

Sany Vel lu, who said he would be officiating at the opening of
expressway tonorrow, said he was aware there were quarters nanipul ating
the toll issue for political gains.

The M ni ster was speaking to the nedia after opening a health awareness
canmpai gn in Pantai Dal am Bangsar, organi sed by the Lenbah Pantai M C and
Chaudhury Medi cal Centre.

Expl ai ni ng the recent announcenent on proposed toll increases for four
ot her expressways, Sany Vellu said they were deci sions made by the
CGovernnent and not solely by his Mnistry. "I do not understand why there
are those who fail to realise this..."

Meanwhi | e, Parti Rakyat Mal aysia and the Ml aysi an Youth Council joined
the chorus of protests against the proposed hike in toll rates announced
by Sany Vellu recently.

PRM secretary-general Dr Sanusi Osnman said the public was opposed to the
hi kes because it was "unreasonabl e, irresponsible and i nhumane" and woul d
burden the peopl e.

"The proposed toll hikes will increase the price of essential itenms and
al so taxi and bus fares. This will have negative inplications on the | ower
i ncome group.”

MYC ur ban devel opnent conmittee chairman Norizan Sharif called for the
matter to be discussed during the weekly Cabi net neeti ng on Wednesday.

The council also urged the entire concept of toll highway construction,
especially in the Klang Vall ey, to be revi ewed.

Thi s norning, about 400 peopl e denonstrated agai nst the RML. 50 toll for
the LDP at the Puchong Barat toll plaza led by Bukit Gasing State
Assenbl yman Teng Chang Khi m of the DAP

Anot her group of about 50 Puchong Jaya residents gathered at the Bandar
Sunway toll plaza.

Tan Chong Ong, who | ed the Puchong Jaya residents, said 2,000 panphlets
i nform ng of the gathering had been distributed and al t hough only a snal
nunber showed up, many notorists showed support by sounding their horns.

The Peopl es Progressive Party al so organi sed a one-day signature
canpai gn against the toll. The party's Federal Territory Wanita chief
Munt az Begum sai d they had gathered 1,200 signatures by 5pm
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