18 APR 1999
Zai nal - Conventi on
RATI FY CONVENTI ON 87, SAYS Mruc

PETALI NG JAYA, April 18 (Bernama) -- The Ml aysi an Trades Uni on
Congress (MIuUC) has urged the governnent to consider ratifying Convention
87 concerning the right to formor join unions.

MIUC presi dent Senator Zainal Ranpak said the MIUC pl anned to neet
Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad to present its case.

"W have witten a letter stating our intention to pay the Prine
M nister a courtesy call,"” he said after officiating at the Internationa
Wonen' s Day cel ebration here today.

He said Article 10 of the Constitution guarantees every Ml aysian
citizen the right to be a nenber of any organi sation, union or association
or to formany association or union.

Zainal said ratification of the Convention woul d not affect the inflow
of foreign investnent nor affect the harnonious industrial relations in the
country.

He said the MIUC woul d al so send a letter to Deputy Prine Mnister and
Hone M nister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi calling for an investigation
into the violent protests in the city followi ng Datuk Seri Anwar |brahims
jail sentencing on Wednesday.

He urged the people to remain calm

Zai nal said the people should be given the opportunity to air their
views in a denocratic manner but not by indulging in violence, destroying
public property and intimdating others.

"W nust respect the aw and the authorities and |ikew se, the right of
t he people to hold peaceful gatherings nmust be respected,” he added.

He al so called on Sistem Tel evi syen Mal aysia Berhad (STMB), the
operator of TV3, not to victinmise union nenbers of the television station

He said the TV3 managenent shoul d negotiate a solution to the
managenent - uni on di spute and not by transferring staff active in union
nmatters.

"The di spute has been going on for five years and the MIUC had advi sed
the TV3 union to seek a solution through negotiations but this approach has
been ignored by the management,"” Zainal said.
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