14/ 07/ 1999
Ratings for all higher education institutions next year

Chok Suat Ling
KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. - Local public and private higher educati onal
institutions will be assigned ratings next year.

The institutions will be rated by the National Accreditation Board on,
anong ot hers, their managenent, curriculum teaching manpower, and the
qual ity of education provided.

There are 11 public universities and 564 private hi gher educati ona
institutions in the country.

Education Mnister Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak, who announced this today,
said the board would start their evaluati on next year and nmake their
findi ngs known wi thin the year.

"The objective is to ensure higher educational institutions remain
dynami c and conpetitive, and that they continually strive to fulfil the
expectations of parents and students."

Naji b said the board was an i ndependent body and that it could choose to
work with anot her organi sation if required.

"Rest assured that there will be no political interference in the
exercise."

Qperational since Jan 1 | ast year, the board's core objective is to | ook
at new or existing educational programes before recommendi ng their
approval to the Mnistry.

It is also responsible for eval uati ng whet her an educational institution
has achi eved ni ni mum st andar ds.

Najib said all higher educational institutions would be directed to give
the board their fullest co-operation.

"It is conmpulsory for all to be rated,” he told reporters after opening
a sem nar on achieving world-class operational and admi ni strative
excel l ence for higher education at the Pal ace of the Gol den Horses in Seri
Kenbangan, Sel angor.

Over 60 representatives fromlocal public and private higher educationa
institutions attended the sem nar organi sed by the Mnistry, Andersen
Consul ti ng and Peopl esoft.

The only time | ocal higher educational institutions were rated was when
Asi aweek magazi ne col |l ated Asian universities in a 1997 survey.

In the survey, Universiti Ml aya was ranked 11th anpbng Asia's best 78
universities, which also listed Universiti Kebangsaan Mal aysia at 20th and
Uni versiti Sains Ml aysia at 49th pl ace.

Anot her survey | ast year ranked these universities | ower - UMwas 33rd,
USM 52nd and UKM at 53rd pl ace.

Asked how the rating systemwoul d work and whet her points or grades
woul d be given to each educational institution, Najib said it would be
announced | ater together with the criteria each university or coll ege
rated shoul d have.

On whet her the educational institutions would be rated annually, he
said: "We would like to but there are several factors we have to consider
like costs."

Naji b al so said the National Hi gher Education Council in a nmeeting |ast
ni ght had decided to accept a proposal to inplenent the e-university
concept in all local public universities.

"The effort will be spearheaded by a conmittee headed by UM faculty of
comput er sci ence dean Professor Mashkuri Yaacob.
"The objective is to introduce technology in all aspects of university



gover nance, including admni stration, student adm ssions and records, and
the process of teaching and | earning.

"The inplenmentation will take five years. It is at present, slowy being
i ntroduced in the universities."”

Naji b added the nove was in line with Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohamad's call to re-engineer the country's educati on system

"W are confident that this concept will in the long run enable
universities to increase their intake and provi de education at a | ower
cost, and al so increase productivity all round."”
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