10 JAN 1999
Razal ei gh- Appoi nt nent
RAZALEI GH SUPPORTS ABDULLAH BADAW ' S APPO NTMENT

KUALA LUMPUR, Jan 10 (Bernama) -- The appoi ntment of Datuk Seri
Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi as deputy prine mnister is the right choice as he is
qualified for the post, former Umo vice-president Tengku Razal ei gh Hanzah
sai d tonight.

"According to the Umo tradition, if there is a vacancy for the post of
deputy prinme mnister, one of the vice-presidetns is eligible for
appoi ntnent. This has been the Umo tradition all along,” he told reporters
after presenting zakat aid at a breaking of fast organi sed by the Cheras
Umo di vi si on, here.

Tengku Razal ei gh, who was anpong t hose tipped for the post, said he was
not di sappointed at not being sel ected because he was not a contender.

"I"'mnot qualified because I"'mnot in the Umo hierarchy. I'monly an
ordi nary nenber. Abdullah's appointnent is the right choice," he, adding
that the runmours that he woul d be appoi nted were nere specul ati ons.

"I"'mnot a contender. It's just speculation. |'ve told nmy friends that
|"'mnot qualified," he added.

Abdul | ah' s appoi nt nent as deputy prine mnister and hone minister was
announced in a cabinet reshuffle by Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Mohamad on Friday. He takes office tonorrow

Tengku Razal ei gh urged the people to give their support and cooperation
to the new cabinet line-up to help themovercone the problens faced by the
nation, especially in facing the next general election," he said.

Tengku Razal ei gh al so said that the governnent should set up an
i ndependent comri ssion to investigate the injuries suffered by former
deputy prime mnister Datuk Seri Anwar |brahimwhile in police custody.

Such a comm ssion woul d make t he governnent nore transparent, he said.

Several parties had called for the setting up of an i ndependent pane
to look into the matter after Attorney-Ceneral Mhtar Abdullah confirned
that policed were responsible for the injuries inflicted on Anwar while
under detention in the Bukit Aman | ock-up in Septenber |ast year.

Tengku Razal ei gh said that should the conm ssion find that there had
been an abuse of the law, |egal action should be taken agai nst those
responsi bl e.
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