21/ 06/ 1999

Razal ei gh i s Kel antan Umo chi ef

KUALA LUMPUR, Sun. - Umo president Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mbhanmad t oni ght
sprang a surprise hours after the party concluded its annual genera
assenbl y by announci ng the appoi nt ment of Tengku Razal ei gh Hanzah as the
Kel antan party chief.

The appoi nt ment of the Gua Musang MP and forner Semangat 46 president
was made at a neeting of the Kelantan Umo |iaison conmittee at Second
Fi nance M ni ster Datuk Mustapa Mhanmed's residence here.

Both Dr Mahathir and Tengku Razal ei gh were present at the neeting. The
former Finance M nister and Umo vice-president replaced Dr Mahat hir who
had been heading the State comm ttee since 1990.

The appoi nt ment of Tengku Razal ei gh as Kel antan |iai son chai rman was
wi del y specul ated as the "surprise" which Dr Mahathir had prom sed the
Press before the assenbly.

Speaking after tonight's neeting, Dr Mahathir said he tendered his
resignation at the neeting and suggested that Tengku Razal ei gh be
appointed to succeed him This, said the Prime Mnister, was agreed to by
menbers present.

Dat uk Annuar Miusa remrmai ns deputy chairman. He was not at the neeting as
he had to make an official trip to Sarawak.

Tengku Razal ei gh thanked Dr Mahat hir for the confidence in himand
pl edged he would commit hinself fully to winning the support of the
Kel ant an peopl e.

He said this was a responsibility which he accepted for the sake of
Kel ant an Umo and expressed confidence the State's voters woul d choose
Bari san Nasional in the coning general election.
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