10/ 09/ 1999
Razal ei gh says deci si on unexpected

Rosl i Zakari a

KUALA TERENGGANU, Thurs. - Kel antan Umo chi ef Tengku Razal ei gh Hanrzah

t oday described the decision by the party's supreme council for himto sit
in during the council's neeting as "unexpected".

He t hanked Umo president Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad for having
trust in him saying that he only knew about the matter after reading the
newspapers.

"I did not expect it. As it is, | have a lot of work in Kelantan to
ensure a convincing Barisan Nasional victory in the coning el ection.

"But | believe this will enable nme and other council nenbers to
deliberate in greater depth about our preparation for the general election
and plans to win back Kelantan (from Pas)," he said.

He was asked by reporters to comment on the decision by the Umo suprene
council yesterday for himto sit in during the council nmeeting after a
ceramah at Dewan Sivik Pasir Panjang.

Dr Mahat hir had said the decision was nmade not by virtue of his State
Umo position but because he (Razal ei gh) needed to know del i berati ons of
the council. Razal eigh said he had no idea what the Prinme Mnister had in
store for himbut believed with the support of friends in the council and
hard work, the BN could west Kel antan from Pas.

On Kel antan Menteri Besar's political secretary Husam Musa's call for
hi m (Razal eigh) to use the latter's good relationship with Dr Mahathir to
wite off the State's debts, he said: "It's not a problem Hand over the
Governnent to the BN. "

He said all State Governnents had debts but the | oans taken were used
for devel opnent purposes so that revenue could be raised to settle the
debts.

"Pas only knew how to collect (noney) fromthe people but had no plans
to increase the revenue to help the people.”

Earlier, he said he was well aware of Pas' strength in Kelantan and the
party had undergone a |l ot of changes fromone that was strong to one which
was goi ng through a "conflict".

"I have seen it all. Pas was strong in the past but today its |eaders
are nore concerned with garnering support to win the election rather than
fighting for Islam | believe that Pas is | osing support as nost menbers
have deserted the party and sone have joi ned Umo."

Razal ei gh said even if Pas coul d capture Terengganu, Kedah and Perlis,
and retain Kelantan, the seats won would still be insufficient for the
party to forma governnent.

He said support for Pas was waning in other States and its | eaders were
literally canmping in Kelantan to ensure that the party did not |ose the
State to the BN. "The truth is, if Pas was influential, it woul d have been
voted into power a long tine ago.

"Now t hat the econony is recovering and the Governnment has agai n proven
its ability in running the country, Pas has no other issues to harp on."

( END)
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