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Readi ng the bottomline in Mnday's polls

Har un Hashi m

ON Monday, Mal aysians will cast their ballots to return their wakil rakyat
to the 10th Dewan Rakyat and the State Legislative Assenblies except the
State | egislature of Sabah and Sarawak.

The dissol ution of the Dewan Rakyat on Nov 12 was wel cone relief from
nmont hs of specul ation and uncertainty of the date of the general election
Constitutionally, the Prime Mnister has the power to advise the Yang

di - Pertuan Agong to dissolve the Dewan Rakyat at any tine before the
expiry of its five-year term Indeed, in India recently which has the sane
systemof parlianentary denocracy as Mal aysia, the Prine M nister has
called for three snap polls within a period of three years.

In the present instance, the Prine Mnister really had only two options,
nanely, to call for an election either before Ramadan or wait until after
March to enabl e Muslinms who performthe annual haj to return from Mecca to
vot e.

In the event, the Prime M nister chose Novenber, thus endi ng the agony
of a very long waiting period for an election dictated by the current
political and econom c inplications.

Hol ding a general election at this tine of the year, although
unavoi dable in the circunstances, puts a strain on the public services and
the police because it is the tine of the year when these services are
geared to deal with nonsoon floods and rescue operations of flood victins.
School s which are used as polling stations nay have to double up as
evacuation centres for flood victins.

Novenber is also the time when the SPM exani nation is held. Some
exam nati ons dates have had to be changed to nake way for polling day and
the fact that teachers who have to invigilate the exam nation are al so
el ection officials. According to the El ecti ons Comn ssion, 70 per cent of
el ection officials are school teachers.

Per haps, the nost affected by a Novenber poll are the politicians
t hensel ves whose ceranmah have had to be cancelled or just washed out
because of the rain. They are at a cl ear disadvantage because the canpai gn
period is the tine when they persuade the floating electorate to cast the
vote in their favour.

The Muslim cal endar gains 11 days each year on the G egorian Cal endar,
so the instances of Ramadan, Hari Raya Puasa and the haj are variables
when determ ning the best tinme to hold an el ecti on. However, Deepavali in
Novenber, Christrmas in Decenber and Chi nese New Year in January or
February are fixed dates. Ml aysians are not in the nbod to have a
el ection at such a tinme. Hence, it is arelief that the election is being
hel d now so that they can enjoy their festivals.

Be that as it may, in future the nost ideal period to hold an el ection
is between the nmonths of April and August. By then the year's Budget woul d
have been approved by Parlianment and the public adm nistration in running
order. Apart fromusually good weat her conditions of the period, it wll
not di srupt school exam nations and other year-end activities.

The | aw shoul d be changed to provide that follow ng the dissolution of
Parliament, the El ection Conmm ssion shall fix nonination day on a
Saturday, not earlier than a week after the issue of the wit of election
and that polling day will be on Saturday two weeks after nom nation day.
Such a law will end the guessing gane as to how nmuch tine the comm ssion
will allowfor canpaigning. In addition, a Saturday will not disrupt



nor mal busi ness too nuch.

It is reported that buses from Kuala Lunmpur to the States are fully
booked fromFriday to Sunday. This shows that Ml aysi ans are keen to
exercise their right to vote this tine.

Per haps, the nost interesting feature of the present election is that
al nrost three quarters of the seats up for grabs at parliamentary and State
|l evel s are straight fights. It follows that the winner can truly claim
that he or she represents the majority of the electorate because to wn,
the wi nner nust obtain nore than 50 per cent of the votes cast.

In a parlianentary denocracy, the existence of the Qpposition is part of
the system The Prinme Mnister, Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhanad,
acknow edges this fact by his declared aimthat the Barisan Nasional nust
obtain a two-thirds majority in the Dewan Rakyat and not 100 per cent.

In all our previous Parlianents, there has al ways been an Opposition
al t hough its nunbers may wax and wane. It has been accorded due
recognition and respect in contrast to another country where, sonetine
ago, the sole Qpposition Menber of Parlianent was hounded down to
bankruptcy. Recently, the president of an Qpposition party and an MP of
that country was not given a pernit to nake a political speech at the
annual dinner of his own political party!

Parliamentary denocracy has truly taken root and flowered in Ml aysi a.
It took the British Parliament 400 years to evolve to what it is today. W
have done it in 40 years.

The polls on Monday will be further proof of the people's commtnent to
t he system

The bottomline, however, is that the people will get the Governnent
t hey deserve

( END)
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