11/ 09/ 1999

Read “The Malay Dilemma' Dr Mtells businessnen

BUM PUTERA entrepreneurs stand to gain if they read The Malay Dilemm, its
author Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad sai d yesterday.

"If you can, go back and read it again. | feel we can gain fromreading
the book,"™ he told sone 1,300 participants of the 4th Bum putera Economi c
Congress at the Putra Wrld Trade Centre in Kual a Lunpur.

Dr Mahat hir nmade the suggestion when el aborati ng on weaknesses in the
busi ness culture of Malay entrepreneurs.

He said he had had del ved on the subject many years ago.

Dr Mahathir expressed hope that those reading the book, which anong
ot hers touched on the weaknesses of Ml ay entrepreneurs and their business
culture, would not be of fended by what he had witten.

"Bumi put era busi nesses can succeed if the correct business culture is
inculcated in them"

In alighter vein, the Prinme Mnister said: "If you wish to buy (the
book), then buy. It is not that | want royalty as |I'malready getting the
royalty."

Dr Mahathir said he had also witten a guide book for petty traders
whi ch was published by Dewan Bahasa dan Pust aka.

"I wote the book but probably not many read it," he said, adding that
t he book was based on his experience in his younger days as a petty trader
at the Pekan Rabu market in Alor Star.

"Although | just sold bananas, it was profitable. | was nore prosperous
than ny ol der brothers who were enpl oyed by the Governnent.

"That's why | believe business can bring good profit. But the culture
must be there,” he said.
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