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Rebak ideal spot for sun, fun seekers

Shahri man Johari

NOWis the tinme for the "marketing" of the Malaysian tourismindustry as
consunmers are stretching the limt of their respective currencies,

G ennarie Hotels & Resorts director of marketing Zakariya Misa sai d.
"Travel trade organisations should be nore consuner-oriented and apply
creative marketing to win nore custoners and maintain the existing ones,
to sustain their market share,” he added.

New t our programes have to be introduced instead of the dull and
stereotype tour itineraries which are being pushed to the consuner.
Zakariya said the tourismindustry should be able to revive its glory to
pre-crisis times with extra teamwrk, research, professionalism conmon
sense and consi st ency.

In an effort to support and expand its nmarketing efforts, dennarie
Hotel s & Resorts organi sed several education tours to Rebak island in
Langkawi .

Recently, the group, together with NTV Tines Travel as its co-sponsor,
took a teamof travel agents and the nedia to the island.

As a new tourist destination in Mal aysia, Rebak island has a lot to

offer tourists visiting Langkawi, where it acts as the catalyst to further
establish marine tourismin the country.

The group used the North-South Expressway and visited a fewtouristic
attractions along the way.

This is to provide themthe alternative way in pronoting Langkawi by not
negl ecting the maj or places of interest along the route, Zakariya said.
"This famliarisation tour is to show our local travel trade people that
it isinteresting to drive to Langkawi rather than just fly which can be
costly especially during this economnmic sl owdown,"” he added.

Rebak Marina Resort also recently hosted a group of 24 nenbers of the

Tai wanese nedia and travel agents to instil their confidence due to the JE
(Japanese encephalitis) scare, which was adversely reported in the market.
Anot her tourist attraction which will be added to Rebak island, is
Langkawi Crystal factory which will be operational by Novenber.

For the hardworking, stressed-out city folk, Rebak Marina Resort is

where you have to go. For the adventurous, it's a nust. And for those who
just love vacations, it's sinply wonderful.

The resort is |ocated on Rebak island which is at the south western tip
of Langkawi island, one of Ml aysia's nost fanous tourist destinations.
The island was naned after the Rebak tree, an indi genous and dom nant

pl ant of the place.

Fromthe mainl and, Rebak island is just 15 minutes away and it is
accessi bl e by boat from Port Langkasuka. This jetty point is also only
five minutes away fromthe Langkaw airport.

As the nane inplies, the resort is nade fanobus by the mari na. The sights
of different kinds of yachts fromvarious parts of the world sinply proves
the attracti on of the marina.

It has 128 berthing keys, which is the nost ideal in Malaysia due to its
| ocation and conpetitive rates, and its berthing occupancy is well over 87
per cent.

One can spot the nanes of these vessels witten on the sides, show ng
where they came from There was even one which cane all the way from Los
Angel es.

Guests will also be able to see a ship which was presented as a gift to



the Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad from a Kel ant anese
busi nessman, aptly named "Bahtera Purba" (ancient vessel) due to its
| ooks.
Rebak island will also be the first in Malaysia to have a hardstand - a
hard surface area which will allow 67 yachts to dry dock for repairs and
mai ntenance. It is expected to be ready by Decenber this year.
After opening for only two years, Rebak Marina Resort has been very
popul ar as 30 per cent of its guests are repeat tourists. Demand has al so
been increasing, and as a result, the resort has opened its second phase
whi ch consists of 48 superior roons.
There are four types of accommodation in the resort nanely, famly
chal ets, del uxe roons, superior roons and the junior suite. Rates range
fromRMB80 for the famly chal et and superior, to RVW30 and RWB60 for the
del uxe roomand junior suite respectively.
Al'l rooms are equi pped with international standard facilities, amenities
pl us bal coni es.
Guests can al so enjoy the various recreational activities that are
provi ded. For water sports enthusiasts, one can go canoei ng, w nd surfing,
banana boating and sail boating. Qther activities include nountain biking,
tenni s and beach vol | eybal |
Not to be missed is the opportunity to go sailing on a yacht which can
be organi sed by the resort.
Wat ching the ocean fromland is a lot different froma boat. It is
si mpl y breat ht aki ng.
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