26 AUG 1999
MIUC- Wor ker s
RECONSI DER DECI SI ON TO BRI NG | N | NDONESI AN WORKERS, SAYS Mruc

KUALA LUVPUR, Aug 26 (Bernama) -- The Ml aysi an Trades Uni on Congress
(MITUC) today urged the governnent to reconsider its decision to bring in
nore skilled, sem -skilled and unskilled workers fromlndonesia as there
are several pressing |ocal |abour issues awaiting settlement.

MIUC presi dent Zainal Ranmpak said in a statenent that avail able jobs
should first be offered to | ocal s as about 250,000 school |eavers and
60, 000 uni versity graduates enter the job market every year.

He said there were al so 40,000 public and private sector workers
retiring yearly upon reaching 55 years who shoul d be given the opportunity
for at |east another five years because they are still young, in good
heal th and have famlies to support.

"W have cal |l ed upon the governnment to extend the statutory retirenent
age to 60 so that the skills of qualified, experienced, efficient and
capabl e workers will not be wasted," he said.

He al so urged enpl oyers to pay better wages, benefits and i nprove the
condition of work especially in plantations and construction sites to
attract nore | ocal workers involved in the sectors, and indirectly help the
country to conserve val uabl e forei gn exchange whi ch anobunted to RM3 billion
| ast year.

"By paying local workers better wages and benefits, enployers will also
be able to bring about quicker econom c recovery through nore consuner
spendi ng whi ch comes with workers' increased purchasi ng power," Zaina
sai d.

Yesterday, Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mohanad, at a joint
medi a conference with I ndonesian President B.J. Habibie, said Ml aysia
proposed to bring in nore seni-skilled and skilled | ndonesi an workers in
addition to the unskilled ones.

Habi bi e was on a one-day working visit to Ml aysia which was ai ned at
enhancing bilateral ties and cooperation.
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