28/ 08/ 1999

Rehearsing for millenniumjoy and Merdeka do

GETTI NG READY ... Dancers from Konpl eks Budaya Negara in a full dress
rehearsal for Malaysia' s Centennial Towards A New M Il enniumcel ebration
to be held at the National Stadiumin Bukit Jalil on Aug 30.

The dancers and popular artistes, including Siti Nurhaliza, Juliana
Banos, KRU, Noraniza Idris and veterans such as Datuk M Daud Kil au and
Jeffrey Din will join 150,000 people at the cel ebration to coincide with
the country's 42nd year of independence.

The event replaces the traditional National Day flag-raising cerenony
usual Iy held at Dataran Merdeka.

Culture, Arts and Tourism M nistry deputy secretary-general Datuk Tengku
Al auddi n Tengku Abdul Majid said the perfornmance woul d mai nly be centred
on the country's achi evenents over the last 100 years with regards to
politics, econony, social matters and cul ture.

"W expect a large crowd. To date a total of 120,000 free passes have
been distributed at several shoppi ng conpl exes, the Kual a Lunpur Centra
Mar ket and tourist information centres in the Klang Valley," he said after
the preview at the Panggung Negara | ast night.

During the celebration, Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad is
expected to insert a special nessage into a tine capsule, which will only
be opened on Aug 30, 2099.

Involved in the programme's organi sation are the Culture, Arts and
TourismMnistry, Primary Industries Mnistry, the Treasury and t he
M nistry of National Unity and Social Devel opnment.

The New Straits Tinmes and China Press are the official newspapers for
the two-year celebration to showase the country's achi evenents in the
past 100 years.
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