18 FEB 1999
Mahat hi r - Hat r ed
REJECT HATRED PHI LOSOPHY, SAYS MAHATHI R

SANDAKAN, Feb 18 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mohanad t oday
call ed on Mal aysians to reject the "philosophy of hatred" spread by certain
groups to get people to be ungrateful to the governnent.

The Prime Mnister said the phil osophy was spread anong ot hers by
university lecturers to their students and by people well versed in
religion, using various nmethods including the Internet.

"Certain groups are teaching us not to be thankful when we get
sonet hi ng from anybody but instead bite the hands that feed us,"
when opening the RMR60 mllion Libaran Power Station here.

Some 3,000 people were present at the cerenobny, which took place after
Dr Mahathir attended the Chi nese New Year cel ebration organi sed by Sandakan
Bari san Nasi onal that was attended by 5,000 peopl e.

Dr Mahathir said the hatred phil osophy taught people who benefited from
government efforts and assistance to discredit the governnent.

"Sone of those who conme out with this philosophy are people who are
trained in Islam W feel very sad because Islamtells us to be grateful
for what we get as eventually whatever we get cones fromAllah," he said.

The Prime Mnister regretted the actions of the | ecturers invol ved,
saying they were occupying the position today as a result of the facilities
and assi stance provided to them by the governnent

They woul d have probably not made it to coll ege and becone |lecturers if
not for the opportunities provided by the governnment including places in
st at e- owned uni versity, schol arshi ps and training, he said.

"What the lecturers involved teach is contrary to our values and the
teachings of Islam which the lecturers claimto enbrace,” he said.

Dr Mahathir said the lecturers deliberately sow the seeds of hatred and
anger towards the governnent anong the students.

"Because teachi ngs which go against Islamare effectively taught by
some university lecturers, we today see that people who were given the
opportunity to go to univeristy are not grateful

"I nstead, those who could not nake it to university are nore
appreci ative of what the governnent provides," he said.

The Prime Mnister warned that the peace enjoyed by the country woul d
be threatened if the nunmber of |ecturers spreading the hatred phil osophy
i ncreased.

"If they increase and influence the thinking of the people in the
country, believe ne that our country will not be peaceful, our country wll
not progress, and we will not be hol di ng openi ng cerenoni es such as the one
we are having today," he said.

Dr Mahathir said when religion was m sused and proper culture ignored,

t he government woul d deteriorate because there woul d be peopl e who woul d
not want to appreciate what they received fromothers.

Mal aysi ans, he said, were fortunate because they experienced strong
grow h that was not available in other devel opi ng countries.

"Nobody (in any devel opi ng country) receives benefits fromthe
governnent, is able to live well in his country, except in Ml aysia.

"Even during the current econom c sl owdown we find peopl e having a good
life, get enough food, have job opportunities, and are not short of
nmedi cine and m 1k for their children.

"Al'l these are a result of the governnent's efforts to defend our
country and the peopl e should be thankful for this," he said.

he said



Dr Mahathir hit out at those involved in activities such as hol di ng
denmonstrations, distributing panphlets and using the Internet to discredit
ot hers.

"They hope to ignite chaos in the country with the intention of
bringi ng down the government and escape | egal action,” he said.

The Prime M nister said the people should appreciate the situation in
the country.

"Since the tinme Barisan Nasional, and before it the Aliance, ruled the
country, the governnent's enphasis is to devel op not just the country but
al so the peopl e.

Dr Mahathir said he was happy that businessmen in the country were
general |y appreciative of the government.

On the Libaran Power Station, Dr Mahathir said the plant operated by
Stratavest Sdn Bhd reflected the progress achieved by the country.

Present at the cerenpny were Sabah Chief Mnister Tan Sri Bernard
Donmpok, hi s deputies Datuk Osu Sukam and Datuk Tham Nyi p Shen, and
Informati on M ni ster Datuk Mohaned Rahnmat.
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