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REJECT PACT BY EXTREM STS, SAYS GERAKAN CHI EF

KUALA LUMPUR, July 24 (Bernama) -- The peopl e have been urged to reject
the coalition of opposition parties for the next general election because
it amobunts to an "opportunistic pact of extrene powers"” that could be
detrinmental to the country.

In maki ng the call today, Gerakan president Datuk Seri Dr LimKeng Yaik
said the pact woul d create political instability, have a negative inpact on
the country's investnent clinmate and erode whatever econom c achi evenents
that have been nmade fromthe hard and orderly work of the past two decades.

"They have differing extrene ideol ogies, for exanpl e PAS wants to set
up an Islanmic state while DAP is fighting for a secul ar Ml aysi an
Mal aysia," he said at the opening of the 28th Gerakan national del egates
conference here. The conference was opened by Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad.

Dr Limsaid the opposition pact would be beset with all sorts of
probl ens because they could not forge genui ne cooperation anong thensel ves
wi t hout sacrificing and conpromni sing their principles.

"If one of these parties is prepared to sell its political soul, can we
trust any one of the parties?" he said.

He said it was true that Gerakan and MCA had cooperated w th PAS when
it was in the Barisan Nasional (BN) between 1974 and 1976, but the
situation then was very different because PAS was at that tinme |ed by
noder ate | eaders and not ul ama extrenists |ike now.

Dr Limsaid while PAS tried to sideline wonen, Gerakan was chanpi oni ng
their fate to ensure they would not be left out of the country's
devel opnent .

"Only the insane woul d i gnore wonen who now nake up about 50 percent of
the country's popul ation," he said.

Dr Limal so touched on the success of the country's sel ective capital
controls policy which was the brainchild of Dr Mahat hir, and expressed the
party's hope that it would be continued.

"I also wish to pledge the full support of Gerakan for Dr Mahathir, for
his firmpolitical |eadership and strong econoni ¢ managenent," he sai d.

Dr Limal so spoke of the inmportance of getting youths to be involved in
al | governnent programmes to inprove the rapport between both sides and to
ensure they woul d not adopt an anti-governnment attitude.

Dr Li mexpressed confidence that Gerakan would remain relevant for the
future because it practised the true principles of denocracy, and not
rhetorical denocracy |like that of the DAP

Gerakan al so stressed the use of nopdern technol ogy and net hods t hat
coul d enhance party efficiency, he said.
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