30 APR 1999

REJECT PEOPLE WHO M SUSE MOSQUES, SAYS DR M

ALOR SETAR, April 30 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad today
reiterated his call to Muslins to reject people who use nosques to sl ander
and di sparage ot hers.

Speaki ng at a thanksgiving cerenony at Masjid Al -CGhufran here for his
recent return fromperformng the haj, the Prine Mnister said nosques
shoul d only be used for fulfilling religious obligations.

"Mosques are places for strengthening the ties and unity of
Muslinms...not for hurling verbal abuses and lies to achieve political
obj ectives," he said.

He said this action was not consistent with the teachings of Islam
whi ch prohibited its followers fromdoi ng negative things |ike slandering
and verbal | y abusi ng peopl e.

Dr Mahathir said Muslins would becone stronger if they fully foll owed
t he teachings of Islam and this would be their source of strength to
thwart attenpts by certain parties to destroy the country.

Wrk on the RVb6.5 mllion nosque started |ast year, and it was
conpl eted this nonth.

Al so present were Dr Mahathir's wife Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasnmah Mohd Al
and Menteri Besar Tan Sri Sanusi Junid.
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