30 OCT 1999

REJECTI ON OF | M= Al D MAKES 2000 BUDGET POSSI BLE

MJUAR, Cct 30 (Bernama) -- The 2000 Budget which gives priority to the
| owi nconme group woul d not have been possibile if Ml aysia and accepted aid
fromthe International Mnetary Fund (I M), Health M nister Datuk Chua Ju
Meng sai d today.

He said the country would probably be in a tight situation politically
and financially |like some other countries if it had accepted aid fromthe
I MF.

As such, Mal aysians, irrespective of their political or religious
vi ews, shoul d thank the governnent and Prine M nister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad, he sai d.

The government's success in overcomning the econonic sl owdown had
enabl ed the Health Mnistry to continue with its health devel opnment plans
i ncl uding building nore hospitals and clinics nationw de, Chua, who is al so
MCA vice-president, told reporters after a briefing on the Johor MCA
el ecti on machi nery, here.
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