17 MAY 1999
Ham d- Hat r ed
RELI G OUS SCHOOLS THAT | NCI TE HATRED MAY BE CLOSED DOWN

KUALA LUVPUR, May 17 (Bernama) -- The government will discuss with
state religious and educati on departnents on the possibility of closing
down religious schools and kindergartens that ask pupils to step on
pictures of national |eaders.

Mnister inthe Prine Mnister's Departnent Datuk Dr Abdul Hamid O hman
said this practice, detected eight years ago, was still continuing because
t he government had all this while been soft on the matter.

"Qur approach had been to advise them W hold neetings with the
adm ni strators of the kindergartens and schools concerned and tell themto
di scontinue with the practice," he told reporters when asked to comrent on
Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad's recent statenent on the
matter.

Dr Abdul Hanmid earlier presented zakat aid of RM.26 million to
Institut Profesional Baitulmal (I1PB) and to flood and fire victins in the
federal capital.

The minister said he had al so received information that some
ki ndergartens and schools distributed the pictures of national |eaders for
children to throw stones and pi erce holes on them

"We have al so detected cases of kindergarten and school adninistrators,
who after being summoned and gi ven advise, switch to organising ceramahs to
incite hatred agai nst national |eaders," he added.
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