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KUALA LUVPUR, Thurs. - The Governnent is reviewing its current four-fue
energy strategy with the aimof incorporating renewable energy as a fifth
fuel in the Eighth Ml aysia Pl an.

Ener gy, Conmuni cations and Multimedia M nister Datuk Leo Moggi e said
today the new five-fuel strategy would mark an inportant step in the
devel opnent of a sustainabl e national energy policy and strategy.

"W will focus on inproving technol ogy for deriving renewabl e energy
such as sol ar power and processi ng bi o-mass waste including fromour palm
oil and rice industries," he told reporters at his Mnistry today.

"This will mitigate the environnental inplications of conventiona
energy sources and al so prol ong the depl etabl e sources we depend on ri ght
now, which are oil, gas, coal and hydro-electricity."

As part of a global initiative to pronote the devel opnent, adoption and
wi der use of renewabl e energy sources, Mdyggie said Mal aysia woul d host the
Worl d Renewabl e Energy Congress 1999 Mal aysia (WREC ' 99 Mal aysia) from
June 8 to 11

It will be the first tinme the WREC will be hosted by an Asian country
and one outside the Organisation for Econom ¢ Co-operation and
Devel opnent .

The congress will be organi sed under the World Sol ar Programme 1996-
2005, an initiative under the Wrld Sol ar Conm ssi on.

More than 500 policynakers, energy planners researchers, business
| eaders, academi cs and menbers of non-governnental organi sations have
registered for the WREC, which will see nore than 250 papers presented.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad will deliver the keynote
address, flag off the Ml aysi an International Solar Cycle Chall enge and
| aunch the Mal aysi an Energy Centre (Pusat Tenaga Mal aysi a).

Dr Mahathir will also give away prizes for the National Schools Poster
Conpetition on the Pronoti on of Renewabl e Energy and Energy Efficiency in
the Country.

The conpetition is organi sed by the Centre for Environment, Technol ogy
and Devel opnent Mal aysia with the support of the Energy, Comrunications
and Mul tinmedi a and Education ministries.

WREC ' 99 Mal aysia is being organised as a joint effort between the
public and private sectors, as well as universities and non-gover nnent al
organi sations. The main sponsors are Tenaga Nasi onal Bhd and Misteq
Hol di ngs Sdn Bhd.
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