21/ 06/ 1999

Rent Act hot topic in Penang

PENANG, Sun. - Wth the general election approaching fast, issues over the
Control of Rent (Repeal) Act 1997 appear to be a hot canpai gn topi c anong
three maj or Chi nese-based political parties in Penang.

Ger akan, MCA and the Opposition DAP believe it is a subject that matters
in the Chinese-dom nated Georgetown - the country's biggest concetration
of pre-war houses.

The Gerakan-led State Government wants a three-year reprieve while the
MCA wants a four-year extension of the Act, due to expire on Dec 31 1999.

But the DAP, which hopes to regain |lost ground in Penang politics after
the 1995 general el ection debacle, is pressing for a five-year extension
till 2005.

At a public neeting on the Act at the Chinese Town Hall |ast night, DAP
secretary-general LimKit Siang said the State Governnent shoul d convene
an energency State Legislative Assenbly neeting to resolve the "transition
peri od" problemonce for all.

About 1,000 affected residents attended the neeting organi sed by the
Rent Control Act Residents Action Committee chaired by trader Ang Joo
Seng.

The residents signed a petition initiated by the comrittee urging the
Federal Governnment to extend the transition period to January 1 2005.

It will be submtted to Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad by
t hi s nont h.

The State has 12,577 pre-war houses occupied by 16,166 fam lies
totalling 60,273 people, including 10,350 houses and 8,284 fanmlies in
Nor t heast district.
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