16/ 09/ 1999
Repl ace custons which stifle progress, says PM

Sar ban Si ngh; Hayati Hayatudin
KUALA LUVPUR, Wed. - Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad said ways and custons
whi ch stifled progress needed to be replaced with progressive val ues.

The Prime Mnister said although Mal aysians did not wish to see their
civilisation, culture and heritage discarded, sonme aspects had stunted the
country's devel oprent.

"W have to admit that there are some aspects which obstruct our
devel opnent and weaken us.

"These aspects need to be identified and replaced with cultural val ues
which could contribute to the devel opment of our race and preserve our
civilisation," he added.

Dr Mahathir said this when opening the RM10 nillion |Istana Budaya
tonight. Al so present was Culture, Arts and Tourism M ni ster Datuk Abdu
Kadi r Shei kh Fadzir.

| stana Budaya is the first theatre in Asia with sophisticated stage
mechani sms for theatre perfornances.

The state-of-the-art conplex is placed in the sane | eague as the Royal
Al bert Hall in London and the Opera House in Sydney. Its auditoriumcan
acconmmodat e 1, 469 spect at ors.

Dr Mahathir said Mal aysia, which had a multi-racial society, had
i nherited three dom nant and anci ent cul tures.

Despite this, there is no "clash of civilisations". Rather there is a
tol erant society.

Dr Mahat hir expressed hope that Ml aysian witers and playwights could
i ncul cate constructive values in the mnds of their audience.

"We are still in the nmdst of creating our own civilisation. Witers and
pl aywri ghts can make their contributions via their shows and suggest the
necessary changes."

He said witers and artistes could send the right nmessage to the people
and help instil constructive val ues which woul d hel p the people to
progress.

"Qur country is still newand loyalty to the nati on does not cone
naturally. Those who are fromhere are sonmetines not that willing to share
their land with those whose forefathers had nmigrated here.

"On the other hand, the present generation of the migrants still feel

for their culture and heritage which they inherited fromtheir
forefat hers.

"So, can we instil undivided | ove for the country and contain, if not,
forget, our roots?"

Dr Mahathir said witers and playwights should "steer" the nmulti-racial
society to declare their undivided loyalty to the nation and stop being
envi ous of each other's rights.

He urged the people to create a culture which was al nost identical, so
that the differences between the various races, woul d not keep them apart.

"This is a big challenge for our witers and playwights."

He said al though | stana Budaya was built by the Governnment, it was not

owned by it.
"I't is owed by those who are going to use it to stage interpretations
and translations of culture ... a culture which is part of our young and

delicate civilisation."
Dr Mahathir said Mal aysi ans shoul d not ape Wstern val ues, which had
decayed, where free sex had taken precedence over famly institution and



marri age between the sane sex had beconme a norm

"To them nmankind should not foll ow the conventional way. I|nstead,
i ndi vi dual s shoul d do what they want to do.

"They can decide on their clothing, behaviour, norals, |anguage and if
they feel like indulging in sex, they can just do it."

Dr Mahathir said this would only lead to the dem se of civilisation,
addi ng that there were many ancient civilisations which had been destroyed
this way.

He said if ancient civilisations could disintegrate, all the nore could
a new and delicate one.

( END)
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