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Resol ve to nmake 1999 a better year

KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. - Political and trade union | eaders have resolved to
make 1999 a better year and urged Mal aysians to remain united and help the
nati on achi eve a speedy econom c recovery.

MCA president Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik said the party woul d
strengthen its relationship with Chinese guilds and associations to
develop its culture, econonics and informati on technology skills in 1999.

"W will continue to take advantage of the |arge anmount of energy,
efforts and strengths of everyone to achieve our nmany objectives. That is
our resolution for the New Year," he said.

Speaking after chairing the MCA presidential council neeting today, Dr
Ling said all-round co-operation fromrelevant quarters was vital for the
conti nued devel opnent of the conmunity.

M C president Datuk Seri S. Sanmy Vellu, in wishing Ml aysians a happy
New Year, urged themto work towards preserving unity which he descri bed
as a prerequisite for the speedy recovery of the country's econony.

He said that without unity and political stability, there would only be
chaos and sufferings. He cautioned Ml aysi ans agai nst getting invol ved
with undesirabl e elenents out to split the nation by exploiting racial and
religious sensitivities.

Sany Vellu paid tribute to Malaysians at | arge, especially the workers,
for their sacrifices for the nation during difficult tines.

DAP secretary-general and Opposition Leader LimKit Siang said public
confidence in the i ndependence, inpartiality and integrity of governnent
institutions and denocracy was shaken in the last 12 nonths.

Limcited several events to back this contention

These were the inprisonnent of DAP deputy secretary-general and Kota
Mel aka MP Li m Guan Eng; the sacking of Datuk Seri Anwar |brahimfromthe
Cabi net and Umo and the "bl ack eye" incident; the disclosure about
Speci al Branch's techni ques of "turning over and neutralising" people.

And neasures taken by the authorities against the "reformsi novenent”
whi ch Li mdescribed as "repressive".

Penang Chief Mnister Tan Sri Dr Koh Tsu Koon urged Ml aysi ans,
especi ally Penang residents, to maintain the Ml aysia Boleh spirit and
remain positive and proactive in facing the challenges of 1999.

He said they should al so continue "our fine tradition of being
productive, prudent and perseverant".

He said this had hel ped Mal aysi ans wi t hstand t he onsl aught of the
econom ¢ turnoil and ot her events of 1998.

"In these two nonths, we are also in the mdst of a major festive season
for the various conmunities in Malaysia: Christnas, Ranmadan and Hari Raya
Aidilfitri, Thai pusamand Chi nese New Year," he said.

"These festive occasions will reaffirmand reinforce our comitnent to
the great traditions and val ues which we have inherited."

Sabah Chief Mnister Tan Sri Bernard Donpok woul d spare no effort in
ensuring that the State's econony recovers, saying that this was one of
his resolutions for 1999.

"As we await to usher in the new year, the eve of the new millennium
Il et me assure that the recovery of the econony is forenpst in ny mnd and
of the State Barisan Nasional CGovernment."

He said during the last four-and-a-half years, various |long-termplans
had been prepared by the State Government which included the Qutline



Per spective Pl an Sabah.

The OPPS serves to inplenment |ong-termneasures to strengthen economc
fundanentals of the State so that its conpetitiveness in the world market
could grow.

He said there was al so the Sabah Industrial Plan which was a
conmpr ehensi ve plan for the industrial devel opnent of the State.

MIUC presi dent Senator Zainal Ranpak said efforts to restructure the
Enpl oyees' Provident Fund and to inplement a mni nrumwage of RML, 200 rank
hi gh on the agenda of the Ml aysi an Trades Uni on Congress for 1999.

He said these two i ssues were anong nine contained in the Langkaw
Decl aration of April 1997 which was adopted by the MIucC

MIUC woul d al so continue to chanpi on the absolute rights and interests
of workers, the freedomto have unions, freedomof expression, and adopt a
nore progressive attitude to i nprove the econonic well-being of workers,
he sai d.

He added that MIUC woul d continue to press the Finance Mnistry to
restructure the EPF so that it could give better dividends inline with
its position as the country's biggest financial institution with assets
exceedi ng RML40 bil lion.

On the minimumnonthly salary of RML, 200, he said Prinme M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad suggested that this could be inplenented once the
country's econony had recover ed.

Cuepacs president N Siva Subranmani am expressed confidence that the
800, 000 nenbers of the largest public sector enpl oyees union would
continue to give solid support to nation-building efforts.

"The Governnent's decision to provide RMA00 in assistance for parents to
meet their children's schooling expenditure should make us feel proud,"” he
sai d.

Mal aysi an civil servants had reasons to be thankful as they did not find
thensel ves in the predi canent of fellow government workers in other
countries who had | ost their jobs and had their pay cut, he said.

Pahang Menteri Besar Tan Sri Mhd Khalil Yaakob said the State
Gover nnent had been consistently trying to make Pahang a better place to
st ay.

"A prosperous State will definitely benefit its population,” he said,
adding that the effect was not only felt by a particular race, religious
group, area or level of society but the entire popul ation.
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