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Respect sanctity of National Msque

A. Kadir Jasin

IT would seemthat in their eagerness to gain mleage from Datuk Seri
Anwar | brahim s arseni c poisoning allegation, some non-Mislimopposition
politicians are acting in a manner that may, sooner or |ater, arouse the
anger of Muslinms in the country.

They seemto have ignored the fact that Muslins in general are against
nmosques being used for political purposes - |egal or otherw se.

Parti Keadil an Nasional and its opposition allies have, in the | ast one
year, been playing with fire by using the safety and sanctuary of the
Nati onal Mosque to hold their illegal assenblies.

But the worst happened | ast Sunday when they were joined by non-Mislim
politicians, at |east three of whomtook to the mi crophone to address the
crowd fromone of the nosque's anjung (w ng).

They are Chang Tian Chua and N. Gopal akri shnan of Keadilan and Teng
Chang Khi m of the DAP

Ei ther out of ignorance or in an attenpt to test the feelings of
Musl i ms, these non-Muslimpoliticians and other non-Mislimill egal
denonstrators had tranpled on the sanctity of the npbsque.

Non- Musl i m opposition politicians should not get carried away by the
cosiness of their relationship with Keadilan and Pas so as to think that
they can come and go as they like.

They nmust be warned of the sensitivity of the Mal ays when it cones to
their religion. The Mal ays are sensitive about how others treat Islam The
nmosque is the centre of the religion. It is a sacred pl ace.

The najority of themmay silently tolerate i mans and guest speakers
maki ng partisan statements in their sernons and | ectures in the nobsques.
But they cannot be expected to take kindly to non-Mislins joining illegal
denmonstrators in a nosque, and here we are tal king about the Nationa
Mosque, and naking political speeches.

Sooner or later, the attenpt by Keadilan to use the National Msque as a
centre for its illegal protests, will attract a response from ot hers.

It is anmply clear that Keadilan is seeking to politicise Masjid Negara
wi thout caring that in doing so it is smearing the image and sanctity of
t he sacred pl ace.

Keadi | an' s non-Musl i m col | aborators nmust be told that they coul d be
playing with fire by treating the Nati onal Mbdsque as a political venue.

They should not get carried away with the reception they received from
the protesters. OQther Muslins and Mal ays may not be anused by their
insensitivity.

They nust be told not to disnmiss the "anok nentality" of the reformasi
denonstrators spreading to the silent Malay/Muslimnmajority if they
continue to show di srespect for Masjid Negara and ot her npbsques.
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NON- Musl i m politicians should have a better sense not to test the patience
of this silent majority. Such an action can be fatal.

Just for a nonment let us turn the table on the non-Mislinms and non-

Mal ays. | magi ne Pas president Datuk Fadzil Noor going to a Chinese tenple
to condem the Chinese | eadership of the country.

O the turbaned Kel antan Menteri Besar Datuk N k Abdul Aziz Nk Mat
going to a H ndu tenple to condem the I ndian | eadershi p.

Wul d this be acceptable to the Chinese and I ndi ans? Sonme nmay accept
their condemmati on of the Chinese and I ndian | eadershi p because not



everyone supports the MCA and M C.

But woul d they accept Fadzil and Nik Aziz using their tenples for
political purposes?

O course, Fadzil and Nik Aziz are not as foolish as that. They know no
matter how closely they work with the non-Mislins and with Anwar's
supporters, they should not be seen as accepting other religions as being
on par with Islam

They have been very wary about appearing at non-Misli mhouses of worship
as they know their orthodox and radical followers will not take kindly to
such behavi our

That is al so the reason why senior Pas | eaders are not seen at the
Keadi | an-| ed denonstrations al though they were held at the Nationa
Mosque.

Pas will use an upstart political party like Keadilan, including its
non- Musl i m menbers, to further its political cause in the sane way it used
t he now defunct Parti Mel ayu Senmangat 46.

But it is wary of enbracing Keadilan's refornasi rhetoric and to give
unqual i fied support to Anwar's |legal battle. Pas | eaders know t hey can
fool sonme people sone of the tinme but not all people all the tinme.

So it is for their own good and for the good of the country that non-
Musl i m opposition | eaders stop using nosques for their political
activities.

They shoul d be rem nded that ignorance and insensitivity had caused
raci al and religi ous di sharnony before.

Wt h nei ghbouring I ndonesia, the home of reformasi, once agai n burning
and bathing in bl ood, we should be even nore concerned with a repeat of
| ast Sunday's takeover of the National Mosque by the ill ega
denonstrat ors.

There is no way that we can allow Masjid Negara to be turned into a
political venue and Kual a Lunmpur to be transforned into Jakarta.
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THE i mage of the police suffered another setback when a 29-year-old doctor
was shot dead by a police constable at Bandar Tasi k Sel atan LRT-station at
10. 30pm on Monday.

In the incident, Dr Tai Eng Teck was fatally shot when he was alleged to
have tried to run down, with a car, a policeman who confronted himand his
f emal e conpani on.

The saving grace in this unfortunate episode is the fact that the police
i medi ately went into action.

It had clearly learnt a | esson fromthe controversial case involving the
fornmer Inspector-Ceneral of Police, Tan Sri Abdul Rahi m Noor.

By Thursday, a 25-year-old constable, Tony anak Beliang, was charged
wi t h cul pabl e hom ci de not amounting to nurder. If found guilty, the
accused can be jailed for up to 20 years and fi ned or both.

The police image suffered a nmgjor bl ow when Rahimadnitted to the Royal
Commi ssion of Inquiry investigating Anwar's injury while in police custody
| ast year that he caused the injury. Rahimwas then the | GP.

He was charged on April 22 with attenpting to cause grievous hurt to the
forner Deputy Prinme Mnister.

Fol | owi ng the incident and other conplaints of police brutality, the
force | aunched a public relations canpaign tag-lined nesra rakyat (people-
friendly).

It is not fair to indiscrimnately use such terns as "trigger happy" and
"brutal" to describe the action of our policenen. In sone instances, even
the public is in favour of force being exercised.

The public is also aware that police work entails a | evel of danger.
Anybody choosing to serve the force should not only be aware of it but



shoul d also be willing to accept it.

It is for this reason, too, that nmenbers of the force are trained to
handl e threats to thensel ves and to the people they are supposed to
pr ot ect.

But in recent decades, as the country becones nore peaceful, our once
hi ghly regarded police force appears to be losing ability to cope with
threats, leading to the use of unnecessary force and firearns.

When this happens, loss of lives and injuries are difficult to avoid. It
is scary to think that menbers of the force, especially the young and
i nexperienced, are too quick at drawi ng their guns.

It nust al so be renenbered that peopl e are apprehensi ve when appr oached
by policenmen even when they are not doi ng anythi ng w ong.

And with so many instances of the people being robbed and raped by
crimnals who i npersonate policenen, the police nust realise the people
may act irrationally when approached by policenen.

As such, even the nanner they approach the people is inportant. This is
so when dealing with young people. W do not want to see young peopl e shot
by the police or crashing their cars and notorcycles for m nor offences
such as not having valid road tax or driving |icence.

But this does not nean that we want our police force to stand aside as a
small minority of people openly disobey the |aw by holding illegal
denonstrations and using the National Msque as a shield.
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I T must be hard for the International Mnetary Fund and ot her detractors
of Malaysia's selective capital controls to now adnmit that the curse they
put on us had not worked.

We had neither gone bankrupt, as they so confidently predicted a year
ago, nor did we beconme an econonic pari ah.

In recent nonths they have been heapi ng prai ses on our recovery. Even
the I MF has predicted that the Ml aysi an econony will grow faster than the
one- per cent projected by the Governnent.

Inits latest forecast in the Wrld Econom ¢ Qutl ook, the | M~ predicted
that the Ml aysi an econony will grow by 2.4 per cent this year as opposed
to minus 6.7 per cent |ast year.

By next year, the | M- expects the growth to be in the region of 6.5 per
cent, outperform ng other Southeast and East Asi an econonies, including
Chi na.

But this does not nean that we should be lulled into believing that we

are out of the woods. Hard work is still ahead of us. The restructuring of
the economy has to continue and sonme bitter pills will still have to be
swal | owed.

Banks and other financial institutions have to be nerged to strengthen
and prepare themfor the nore open reginme as warranted by World Trade
Organi sation rul es.

Qur comnpani es have to be restructured and reinvented to becone nore
focused and efficient. Perhaps the era of Jack-of-all-trades-and-master-
of -none is over.

It could not have been easy for the | M- to acknow edge that there is an
alternative to its socially destabilising method of rescuing a faltering
econony.

This is particularly so when Mal aysia tried for al nost a year under the
stewardship of the former Deputy Prine Mnister and Mnister of Finance
the so-called virtual -1 M- neasures with di sastrous results.

But the M- officials and the Wstern free-marketeers were not the only
peopl e who wanted the Prime Mnister, Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad, out.

Many Mal aysi ans, including some big businessnen, thought that he had
over-stayed his wel cone.



They thought he was nmeddling with his then deputy's econoni ¢ managenent
and was nmaki ng statenents that caused the ringgit and the stock market to
fall. At the very least, they thought he shoul d shut up.

But silencing Dr Mahathir is al nost inpossible. O course, today the
very same people who wanted himto shut up think he shoul d be doing some
talking to hype up the stock market by hinting when the general election
will be held.

Tal ki ng about the election, it is ironic that for an election which is
often said to be | opsided, rigged and unfair, Ml aysia' s general election
i s perhaps one of the nost awaited.

So our general election cannot be all that bad after all. O herw se, how
can the Opposition be so sure that they will formthe next Governnent and
outsiders be so very interested init?
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