18/ 06/ 1999
Retrain workers for high-tech sector: Wanita

sor; Kamarul Yunus; Eirmal asare Bani; Shahrinman Johari

WANI TA Umo yesterday proposed that the Governnent allocate part of the
Human Resour ces Devel opnent Fund to organi se retraining programres for

wor kers, especially anmong wonmen i n high technol ogy industries.

Its chief, Datuk Dr Siti Zaharah Sul ai man, said the Governnent shoul d
prioritise such progranmes so that the workers can keep pace with the
demand for up-to-date technol ogi cal type of jobs. "Such progranmes are
needed as it is relevant to the need for the current sophisticated
skilled-like jobs," she told del egates at the novenent's assenbly in Kual a
Lunpur.

Siti Zaharah, who is also Mnister inthe Prime Mnister's Departnent,
said Wanita Umo i s proposing such programes for workers and wonen in

hi gh-technol ogy industry to neet the future denmand for | T-based

know edgeabl e workers in the 21st Century.

"W are already seeing our industries noving away from conventional or
manual -1 i ke i nvestnents to automati on, robotic and hi gh-technol ogy

i ndustries.

"Thus, it is necessary for us to provide proper training for the

wor kers, especially fenmal e enpl oyees so that they would not be deprived of
new type of jobs as well as better incones," she said.

The novenent al so proposed that workers, who were retrenched due to the
present econonic problens, are given retraining progranmes to equip
thensel ves with skills that could land themw th new jobs, including high-
technol ogy i ndustri es.

Siti Zaharah said the introduction of high-technol ogy industries in the
country should also be in tandemw th the devel opment of |ocal technol ogy.
Foll owing this, she said nore centres should be set up, specifically to
do research and devel opment as well as create a pool of local scientists
and desi gners.

"W shoul d not depend solely on foreign technol ogy but nust devel op our
own so that we will not be easily duped into depending too nuch on the
foreigners,"” she said.

For instance, she said there are attenpts by some foreigners to contro
exports of food supply, including by supplying devel oping countries with
seedlings that can only produce padi, wheat or corn for a short season.
"This will create a situation where |local farners have to depend from
foreign technol ogies to supply themw th good and new seeds as wel | as
fertilisers to increase their products,” she said.

As such, she said Ml aysi ans, including women shoul d take up Prine

M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohanmad's chal | enge to produce sonething
that is worth a "Nobel Prize" by 2020.

To ensure adequate food supply, Siti Zaharah said efforts have been

taken by the Governnent and Wanita Umo itself has outlined mcro-economc
programres to i ncrease agro-based products and workers' incomes.

"W (Wanita Ummo) are currently discussing with various quarters to
devel op pilot projects for such m cro-econom c projects and ot her sel ected
activities," she said.

Siti Zaharah also said there is a need to ensure adequate | and to grow
padi for rice production in the country.

"W need to rem nd ourselves of the need to protect the padi fields ..

we shoul d not all ow ourselves to redevel op these fields for housing or

i ndustrial projects," she said.
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