18 FEB 1999
Reut er s- apol ogy
REUTERS APOLOG SES TO TUN DAI M

KUALA LUVMPUR, Feb 18 (Bernama) -- International news agency Reuters has
apol ogi sed to Finance M nister Tun Dai m Zai nuddi n for publishing an article
whi ch the minister conplains inplied that he had accunul ated weal th by
abusing his political office.

In an advisory to subscribers today, Reuters said Dai mhad contacted
the news agency concerning an article it published on Jan 8 entitled
"Mal aysia's Dai mlends PMa hel pi ng hand agai n"

In DaimMs viewthe article inplied that he had accunul ated his persona
weal th by abusing his political office, Reuters said.

"W would like to make it clear that it was not our intention to nmake
t hat suggestion," said the Reuters advisory.

"We fully accept that Tun Dai mwas a weal thy and successful businessman
bef ore he assumed political office, a fact which the story al so made cl ear

"W apol ogise to Tun Daimfor any enbarrassnent caused by the article."

The Reuters apol ogy cones in the wake of a spate of court actions taken
by promi nent Ml aysi ans agai nst printers and publishers recently for
al | eged defanmati on.

M rzan Mahat hir, chairman of Konsortium Perkapal an and son of Prine
M ni ster Datuk Dr Mahat hir Mhamad, recently sued the Ml aysian printer of
the Asian Wall Street Journal (AWSJ) for RML50 million for alleged |ibel

The action against Star Papyrus Printing Sdn Bhd, a subsidiary of Star
Publ i cations (publisher of nmass-circul ation The Star newspaper), was in
connection with an article that appeared in the AWSJ on Jan 4 1999.

Busi nessman Tan Sri Vincent Tan Chee Yioun has al so sued Star Papyrus
for RMROO million over an article in the AWSJ on Dec 21 1998.

Dr Mahat hir hinsel f has al so been sued for RMLOO million by fornmer
Deputy Prine M nister Datuk Seri Anwar |brahimfor alleged defamation.

Anwar, now on trial for alleged corruption, clained that Dr Mahathir
had uttered defamatory words against himto |ocal and foreign journalists
at the Prine Mnister's office on Sept 22 | ast year.

Meanwhi | e, DAP secretary-general LimKit Siang in a statement today
said he had instructed his lawers to file a "multi-mllion ringgit"
defamation suit next Tuesday agai nst Utusan Ml aysi a.

Limcl aimed that a news report published by Ut usan Ml aysia on Sat urday
(Feb 13) had defaned hi m

Limal so commented on M ngguan Mal aysia's editorial conmentary on
"kegi | aan nmenyaman” (suing craze), saying that it was not started by the
opposition but was becoming a culture of the ruling party.

He al luded to the Umo Suprene Council's decision to have a panel of
| awyers to take action agai nst those naki ng sl anderous and wild all egations
to discredit the party and governnent | eaders.
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