22/ 08/ 1999

Revi ew of Universities Act "not political ginmmck'

KUALA LUVMPUR, Sat. - The proposed review of the Universities and
Uni versity Coll eges Act 1974 by the Barisan Nasional Youth is not a
political ginmck.

Its acting chief Datuk H shamuddi n Hussein said today it was nerely to
gather information and facts fromuniversity students and to understand
their grouses.

"It (reviewof the Act) is a realisation on our part that we represent
t he younger | eadership and they are going to determ ne whether the
nmovenent is relevant and effective in the future.

"Yout hs' voices nust be heard, if not our |eadership will be at risk.
The end result of this on-going reviewis the survival of the party,"”

H shammuddi n said after chairing the BN Youth neeti ng.

Asked if the reviewwas a political gimmck in expectation of the coning
general election, he said even the visit by Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohamad to China was said to be a gi mm ck.

"Even sending students to study nedicine in Ireland was said to be a
political ginmck. If it really was a gi nm ck, we would have sent themfor
a six-month di pl oma, not a six-year degree programre."

The review, conducted in the formof dialogues with students, would be
ready in two nonths. It is being carried out with the co-operation of
ot her BN Youth conponents and includes the Educati on Mnistry.

The proposal to review the Act was first made by Gerakan Youth during
its national del egates conference on Aug 7.

"At an early stage of the survey, students had raised the issue of the
Act's provisions such as sections 15 and 16 and asked if it prohibited
t heir devel opnent.

"They al so brought up issues on the university's adninistration and
managenent, the delay in receiving funds fromtheir schol arshi ps and the
sl owness i n schol arshi p approval . "

Section 15 of the Act stipulates that students can get involved in
political associations and organi sations with the perm ssion of the
uni versity's deputy vi ce-chancel |l or

"Based on what we have so far, it seens that nmany students do not really
| ook at the Act in detail and the effect of its provisions.

"For example, many students were concerned about their welfare but this
is not covered under the Act. Qur task is to collect informati on and see
if we can overcone the problenms w thout anendi ng the Act.

"There are many clauses in the Act that were not questioned.

"I need facts and information that can really be used," H shamuddin
said, adding that a secretariat had been set up to allow better
interaction with students at Umo headquaters.

On the People's Progressive Party's suggestion that the quota of non-
Bum putera university students be increased, he said the proposal would
not be accepted.

"The issue is not increasing the quota of non-Bum puteras but how we can
expand the present systemto accomobdate everybody..."

"W have our own position and we will not accept the proposal,"

Hi shanmuddi n sai d.

He al so announced that the BN Youth Conventi on would be held on Sept 15
to 19 in Sabah. Party president Dr Mahathir and his deputy Datuk Ser
Abdul | ah Ahnad Badawi are expected to attend.
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