01 MAY 1999
Dai m Proj ects
REVI EW PROCEDURES TO SPEED UP | MPLEMENTATI ON

SUNGAI PETANI, May 1 (Bernama) -- Procedures, planning and
i npl ement ati on of public projects nust be changed to ensure that approved
projects are inplenented i mediately, First Finance M nister Tun Dai m
Zai nuddi n sai d t oday.

He said this was anong several proposals being considered by the
governnent follow ng delays in the inplementation of public projects which
had affected public interest.

"Qur effort nowis to find the best way to overcone the probl emso that
all the projects can be inplenented i mediately," he told reporters after
t he openi ng of the Merbok Umo division del egates' neeting by Pahang
Menteri Besar Pahang Tan Sri Khalil Yaakob, here.

He said the federal government would hold a neeting with officers from
the districts and rel evant agencies in Kuala Lunpur on Monday to di scuss
the del ays, get their views and find a solution

Daim who is also the forner Merbok Umo division chairnman, said the
meeting woul d al so be attended by Deputy Prine M nister Datuk Seri Abdul |l ah
Ahmad Badawi, Second Finance M ni ster Datuk Mistapa Mohanmed and officers
fromagencies involved in the inplenentation of public projects.

It was hoped that after the neeting, projects that had | ong been
approved coul d be inplenmented in two or three nonths, he said.

Dai m sai d the governnment had added RMRO billion for the inplenentation
of devel opnent projects in the Seventh Mal aysia Plan (SMP) M d-term Revi ew
tabled by Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad i n the Dewan Rakyat
recently.

He said statistics on the first quarter of the SMP showed that only 5.3
per cent of the allocation for the devel opnent of public projects had been
spent when, according to the planning, at 11 per cent should have been
spent.

"Alot of the allocation has yet to be spent whereas the SWMK has only
19 nore nonths to go," he said.

He said that in the wake of the current econom c downturn the
i npl ement ati on of projects nust be speeded up or else activities that could
speed up economic recovery would al so be stall ed.

He said that when the governnment announced recentyly that a project
must start within two weeks of approval, sone people had objected saying
that they needed at | east two nonths.

"If we give six nmonths al so they cannot inplenment the project. If they
cannot inplement in two weeks they can discuss with the government," he
sai d.

Dai m said many of the stalled projects were public anenities |ike
roads, schools and hospitals.
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