19/ 06/ 1999

Ri ght thing to do, says Ghafar

FORMER Deputy Prime M nister Tun CGhafar Baba said it was only right for
Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad to frankly state that there was never a
conspiracy to topple Datuk Seri Anwar |brahi m

"I think the Prime Mnister has to be frank and outspoken on this issue
as it has been the tal k anong many peopl e who assunme there is such a
conspiracy," he said when asked to conment on Dr Mahathir's policy
addr ess.

He said if this matter was not straightened out it could probably |ead
to an erosion of support for Umo and the Government in the next genera
el ection.

Dr Mahathir's entire speech was very rel evant to the general election,
Ghaf ar said.

"I am convinced now that the Barisan Nasional |ed by Umo will energe
even stronger and score a bigger victory than in the previous genera
el ection," he said.

Anot her former deputy president Tan Sri Miusa Hi tam descri bed the speech
as a "call to arns" ained at party nenbers in view of the coning genera
el ecti on.

"I believe the content of the speech can be used as a gui de by those who
wi Il be canpaigning."

One aspect, Miusa said, that attracted hi mwas Dr Mahathir's assessnent
and views of the Opposition parties.

"He has correctly described their state of affairs ... they do not have
principle of unification or understandi ng except to topple the Barisan
Nasi onal Governnent.

"There is nothing else to unite them They are in conflict with each
other, be it in their policies or struggles."

He said it was difficult for the Opposition to reach an accord, thus
they would not be a nmajor threat to Umo and the BN in the coning
el ection.

On the anticipated surprise announcenent by Dr Mahathir, Misa said "the
surprise is that there has been no surprise".

Former Negri Senbilan Menteri Besar and Federal Cabinet M nister Datuk
Dr Rais Yatimsaid Dr Mahathir's explanation that there was never a
conspiracy to bring down Anwar had once and for all cleared Umo's nane
and that of its | eaders.

There was no reason for accusations and ill-feelings now, he said.

The expl anati on had now convi nced the people who shoul d now focus on
preparations for the general election, he said.

Rai s, who has a doctorate in Law, said the Prime Mnister's explanation
on the Anwar issue did not affect Anwar's court case.

"He (Dr Mahathir) did not tal k about court procedures and neither did he
touch on the facts before the court. What he said is nostly public
know edge, " he added.
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