14 MAY 1999
Mahat hi r - Rot ati on
ROTATI NG CH EF M NI STERSHI P STAYS, SAYS PM

KOTA Kl NABALU, May 14 (Bernamm) -- The current systemof rotating the
Sabah chi ef ministership between | eaders of the three main conmunities in
the state will go on, Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad said
t oday.

"Yes, we promise to rotate.... we keep our prom se," he said at a press
conference here before returning to Kuala Lunpur after a two-day visit to
Sabah.

He was asked about a Sabah Wanita Umo resolution calling for the
abolition of the system

"That's an Umo resolution... we don't know yet the resol utions of the
others," he said.

Dr Mahathir, who is also Umo president, had recently indicated that he
woul d review the systemif npbst people in Sabah so w shed.

Asked how t he peopl e in Sabah coul d express their views on the issue,
Dr Mahathir said:"There are many ways and |' msure they know. .. | don't
have to teach them"

The prinme minister first nooted the systemprior to the 1994 state
el ection to enabl e | eaders of Sabah's Muslim Bumi putera, Chinese and
non- Musl i m Bumi putera to be at the hel mof the state governnent for two
years each.

Umo inaugurated the systemwi th Tan Sri Sakaran Dandai (now Tun) being
appoi nted chief mnister in March 1994.

Dat uk Salleh Tun Said then succeeded himin Decenber the same year
af ter Sakaran was appoi nted Yang Di pertua Negeri .

Dat uk Yong Teck Lee, representing the Chinese conmunity, then took over
fromSalleh in May 1996 and Yong was subsequently succeeded by Tan Sri
Bernard Donpok in May | ast year representing the non-Mislim Bum putera.

Foll owing the state election [ ast March, state Umo |iaison chief Datuk
OGsu Sukam was made the new chief nminister to represent the Mislim
Bum putera after Donmpok | ost his seat in Myog.

Gsu' s appoi ntment marked the new cycle for the systemand after two
years at the helmhe will be succeeded by a non-MislimBum putera | eader to
serve for about a year to conpl ete Donpok's remaining term

Asked about the position of Angkatan Keadil an Rakyat (Akar) president
Dat uk Pandi kar Amin Mulia, Dr Mahathir said the Barisan Nasi onal woul d make
good its prom se to Pandi kar Ami n.

"We promise that we will appoint himto the Federal cabinet in place of
Dat uk Chong Kah Kiat (who resigned as Mnister in the Prime Mnister's
Department to contest in the recent state election). We will do that," said
Dr Mahathir, who is al so BN chairnan.

Pandi kar Amin did not contest in the |ast state election to make way
for an Umo candi date Musbah Jami to contest in Tenpasuk.

To anot her question, Dr Mahathir said the federal governnent's stand on
m ni m sing gam ng in Sabah was sinilar to that of the state governnent.
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