04 MAR 1999

ROYAL BATH SETS OFF SULTAN M ZAN S | NSTALLATI ON CEREMONY

KUALA TERENGGANU, March 4 (Bername) -- A royal cleansing ritual
requiring Sultan M zan Zai nal Abidin and Perrmai suri Nur Zahirah to jointly
take a bath on a special dais marked the start an el aborate cerenony for
his installation of the 16th Sultan of Terengganu today.

The ritual was perforned by six fermal e nmenbers of royalty on a speci al
dais erected within the Istana Mazi ah grounds here.

The royal couple nounted the dais at 8 am acconpani ed by 48 pal ace
staffers bearing | ances and ot her cerenonial regalia to the acconpani nent
of Nobat nusic.

The conpl etion of the 20-mi nute cerenony was narked by 21-gun sal ute.

Menbers of royalty, Terengganu Menteri Besar Tan Sri Van Mokhtar Ahmad
and wi fe Toh Puan Sri Ai shahtun Suhainm, state executive councillors and
other dignitaries witnessed the cerenony.

The conmon people also did not niss the historic occasion which could
be viewed fromoutside the pal ace perineter fencing.

The installation proper is fixed for 2 pmtoday, also at |stana Mazi ah,
and Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad is schedul ed to represent
t he Yang di - Pertuan Agong there.
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