02 DEC 1999
Mohaned Ali (Man in the News)
RUBBER TAPPER S SON MAKES I T TO THE TOP

MELAKA, Dec 2 (Bernama) -- Datuk Wra Mhaned Ali Rustam who was sworn
in as Melaka's ninth Chief Mnister today knows what it is to be poor and
how hard work pays.

Born of rubber tapper parents at Kampung Bukit Katil, Melaka on Aug 24,
1949, Mohaned Ali is the second of four children.

After attending the village school in Bukit Katil from 1955, he went to
t he nearby Sekol ah Sermabok and then on to the Mel aka Hi gh School .

A determ ned person eager to | earn and progress, he becanme an
of f-canpus student of Universiti Sains Ml aysia (USM and graduated with a
degree in Devel opnment Economi cs.

"I ama | eader fromthe | ower ranks and know the problens faced by the
peopl e particularly the folks in the rural areas," he once said.

He has maintained a |ow profile and always finds tine to listen to the
probl ens of the people be they fishernen or vegetable farners.

Hs warmand friendly disposition has endeared himto any and every
person.

He was Special Assistant to then Mel aka Chief Mnister Tan Sri Abdul
Rahi m Tanby Chi k before contesting the Ayer Mol ek state seat in 1986.

Previous to that he had worked with then National Electricity Board
(NEB) and had al so served as Deputy Director of the Conmunity Devel opnent
Department (Kermas) in Kedah, Director of Kemas in Perlis and Kenmas Director
of the Kual a Lunpur Federal Territory and al so Director of Ml aka Kenas.

After winning the Ayer Ml ek seat in 1986, he was appointed State
Executive Councillor for Industrial Devel opnent and Local Governnent. He
al so assuned the post of Deputy Chairman of the Mel aka State Devel opnent
Cor poration (PKNM and Chai rman of the State Consuner Affairs Council.

In the General Election of 1990, he stood for election in the Sungai
Udang state constituency and on wi nning the seat he was appointed State
Executive Councillor for Industrial, Science and Technol ogy Devel opment.

In the | ast General El ection in 1995, Mhamed Ali was chosen to stand
in the Batu Berendam Parliamentary seat which he won and then was appoi nted
by Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad as Deputy Transport
M ni ster.

In a Cabinet reshuffle |ast year, the Prine Mnister appointed him
Deputy Health M nister.

In the recent General Election he switched to the state seat of Paya
Runput, vacated by former Chief Mnister Datuk Seri Abu Zahar | snin.

He won the seat with a mpjority of 2,876 votes agai nst a DAP candi date.

Moharmed Ali is also President of the 4B Youth Myvenent of Ml aysi a.

He is married to Asmah Abdul Rahnman and they have three chil dren.
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