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Rubber tappers deserve to get nonthly wages for their toi

D. Tarnmagan
| REFER to the issue of nonthly wages for rubber tappers in estates.

Thi s nation, which gained i ndependence 42 years ago, has shed nany
unfair colonial practices and undergone trenendous changes and
devel opnent.

The Bari san Nasional Governnent has in its past el ection manifestos
asked the people for support in return for devel opnent.

The people, including the estate folk, have not failed themand returned
themto power.

However, devel oprment has el uded the estate conmunity who are stuck with
arelic of the colonial nasters, nanely the daily rated wage system

The wor kers have pursued their claimfor a nonthly wage through the
proper channel s including the courts but fail ed.

Now t hey are asking the Governnment to intervene so that the fruits of
devel opnent enjoyed nostly by the urban folk will al so benefit them

In the West, devel opnent neans shorter working days, better working
conditions, better health and wel fare benefits and even a regul ar
al | onance for the unenpl oyed.

In Mal aysia, the rubber tappers are only asking for nonthly wages for
hard work which many | ocals are shunning and has resulted in the influx of
illegal foreign workers.

The workers will never be able to match the rich plantation owners | obby
to maintain a daily rated wage system

They will show the Press the conditions in the better naintained | arge
estates to give the inpression that life is a bed of roses in the estates.

But large plantation houses are few in conparison to the thousands of
smal | estates where |iving and working conditions are bad and the wages
are wor se.

It was understandabl e when enpl oyers coul d not consider nonthly wages
during the economc crisis. But what did they do during the good tines?
Now they wi Il argue rubber prices are | ow but what about the tines when
prices were higher?

Many wor kers, who had contributed towards the econonic devel opment and
political stability of the country, have poor social and educati ona
background and are a subm ssive | ot.

They place their hope in Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad
to look into their plight for a favourabl e outcone.
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