02/ 08/ 1999

"Revi ew conversi on of rubber estates to palmoil plantations

KUALA LUMPUR, Sun. - M C del egates today requested the Governnent to
review the indiscrimnate conversion of rubber estates into oil palm
pl ant ati ons.

Resol uti on conmittee chai rman Datuk S. Subramani am sai d the Gover nnent
shoul d take steps to maintain the rubber estates because the price of
rubber at international markets would pick up in future. He said there
shoul d be a heal thy bal ance between strategic industrial crops such as
rubber and oil pal m

There were al so suggestions to enact policies and | egislations to
protect rubber as a strategic industrial crop during debate on the
resol utions.

Subr amani am added i f the situati on was unavoi dabl e the di spl aced rubber
pl antati on workers should be retrained to work in other fields.

"They shoul d al so get adequate conpensation if they are retrenched."”
Anot her resol ution thanked the Inforntion Mnistry for switching the
Tam | news hour from5pmto 5.30pm

"When it was aired at 5pm it was unsuitable as the viewers would not
have been back fromwork or were on their way back," he said. The new
transmission time starts today.

The other resolutions drawn by the committee conprising Datuk G
Pal ani vel , Datuk M Kumaran, Tan Sri G Vadi vel oo and Datuk P. Krishnan
and whi ch were approved were:

* throwi ng the party's undivided and whol ehearted support for the
continued | eadership of the Governnent and Bari san Nasi onal by Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mohamad,

* for the Human Resources Mnistry to i mediately revi ew and i npl enent
the Five Year Devel opnent Plan to upgrade or replace the poor quality and
di | api dated houses in the estates in confornmity wi th mni mum standards,
and adequate supply of electriity and water and construction of proper
roads;

* supporting the Governnment's nove to abolish the South Indian Labour
Fund;

* urging the Governnent to expedite approval for and a grant for the
medi cal col |l ege i n Kedah;

* urging the Education Mnistry to equip an "adequate" nunber of Taml
schools with conputers and other facilities, to provide agricultura
land for rural Indians to enable themto engage in food production; and,

* wel comi ng the nove by the Governnent and the National Unity and Soci al
Devel opnent M nistry to introduce the Guardi anship of Infants (Amendnents)
Act which recogni ses the nother as a | egal guardi an and paves the way for
nmot hers to have equal say in custody natters.

K. Jeyaraman from Kedah suggested that plantati ons workers be call ed
skill ed workers as nore sophisticated equi prent was bei ng i ntroduced for
t appi ng rubber.

( END)
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