15 SEP 1999
Abu Zahar - Candi dat e
RUMOURS Al MED AT CAUSI NG SPLIT I N UWNO - CM

MELAKA, Sept 15 (Bernama) -- Runpurs that the Mel aka Umo | eadership
will be revanped to face the comi ng general election are ainmed at causing a
split in the party, state Umo chief Datuk Seri Abu Zahar |snin said today.

He said the runmpurs woul d not affect the Barisan Nasional's (BN and
Umo' s struggl es.

"They (runpur nongers) have the right to nake any assunption because
the country practises denocracy. Wat is inportant is that we nust work
hard to ensure a BNwin in the election," he said.

Abu Zahar, who is the chief mnister, was speaking to reporters after
chairing the weekly state exceutive council neeting.

Asked about his position in the election, he said "nothing is pernanent
in the world" and it was up to Umo president Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad to deci de on the candi dates.

He said he felt the existing BN el ected representatives should be
fiel ded agai n.

However, if any of them was dropped he should not resort to doing
anything that could affect the party but instead support the new BN
candi dat e.

Meanwhi | e, Abu Zahar said the state governnent would strive to ensure
that the mangrove forest along Mel aka's coast was not affected by its
proposed recl amati on works

He said the governnent had decided that reclamation could be carried
out on condition that it was at |east 750 nmetres away fromthe mainl and.
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