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RUSSI A' S LATEST SUKHO FI GHTER STEALS THE LI MELI GHT AT LI MA SHOW

By: Ghazeny Mahnud

LANGKAW, Dec 1 (Bernama) -- The still quietness of Langkawi today was
broken with the deafening roar of Russian jets piercing though the skies
led by its latest aircraft, the Sukhoi-30KlI air superiority fighter which
flew over the island, and the region, for the first tinme outside Russia.

The Russian participation is the |argest at the show with some 30
conpani es fromRussia and the forner Soviet republics.

Denpstrating the growi ng interest of Russian conbat aircraft
manuf acturers in the Asia Pacific region, seven Russian aviation-related
enterprises took part in the show. Anong the nine Russian aircraft which
took part in the displays were four aircraft designed by Sukhoi and three
by MG M litary Production Conpl ex.

The Su-30, part of the famly of Su-27 "Fl anker" series of fighter
aircraft, was designed for the Soviet Air Force but was was only recently
produced.

"This is the first time this type of aircraft is being shown outside of
Russia," said Vladinir Viktorov, KNAAPO s deputy director-general on
export.

He said this air superiority fighter is in a class of its own because
it could not be conpared with the American F-16 Fal con or the F-18 Hornet
aircraft.

The cl osest aircraft made by the US that could be conpared with it
woul d be the F-15 Eagle which apart fromthe the USis only used by the
Saudi, Israeli and Japanese air forces in different versions, he said.

Vi ktorov said the Su-30 airframe would be ready for future upgrades and
can be a potent fighter for at | east some three decades to cone.

He said the aircraft is different fromthe initial basic Su-27, sold to
China and Vietnam in that it is fitted with in-flight refueling system
i ntegrated GPS (gl obal positioning) systemand western conpatible
navi gati on systemenabling it to land at any airport in the world.

"The Su-30KI can al so co-operate with the MG 29n and nmany parts of
both aircraft are interchangeabl e.

I ndustry sources said that the Royal Ml aysian Air Force has a
requi rement for some 30 such air superiority fighters of the SU-3-KI type

The RVAF has 18 M koyan M G 29N fighters bought in the early 90s.

The conpani es producing the aircraft designed by Sukhoi DB, follow ng
the international trend of nmergers of conpanies, are now consolidating into
a single holding called AVPK Sukhoi .

As a result, the design organi sati on JSC Sukhoi DB and KNAAPO were
jointly participating in LIMA 99 show, said Victor M Tevel evich. KNAAPO i s
t he abbreviation for Komsonol sk-on-Amur Aircraft Production Associ ation, an
organsi sation i n Khabarovsk Territory which was visited by Prine M nister
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad during his tour of the far eastern Russian
territories | ast August.

He said, "The Russian Business circles are also taking interest in the
Asian Civil Market as these are based in the Russian regions which are
geographically close to the Asia-Pacific region."

An exanple is the joint Russian-Mlaysian forest exploitation in
Khabar ovsk regi on

During Dr Mahathir's recent visit to Russia, he paid special attention
to the Khabarovsk regi on and visited KNAAPO, the | argest aircraft-building
conpany and the Khavarovsk Shipbuil ding Yard which celebrated its 65th



anni versary this year

At a press conference at LIMA here, the General Director of Joint-Stock
Sukhoi DDB, M A. Pogosyan said the Su-30Kl single-seat aircraft is an
upgraded variant of Su-27, the mainstay of Russian fighting aviation.

It al so resenbl ed the Su-30K noderni zed doubl e-seater with a capability
of "air-to ground” gui ded weapons appli cati on.

The Su- 30Kl single-seater differed fromthe Su-27 basic aircaft due to
in-flight refueling probe, satellite navigation and short-range
navi gati on/ | andi ng system adapted to the navigation/landi ng system and
western standard radi o beacons at airports.

"For the custoner buying Sukhoi aircraft for the first tine the Design
Bureau is ready to nake avail able the aircraft of Su-30 type and the
addi tional conmbat capabilities including "air-to-surface” mssiles," he
sai d.

He said the SU-30 with the new weapons inventory could not be brought
into the show due to the on-going test programe in Russia.

Meanwhi | e t he Khavarovsk Shipbuilding Yard is highlighting its
hovercraft type anphibious armed | andi ng vessel which can carry up to 150
conbat troops or a nmediumtank and two arnoured personnel carriers.

Nearly 40 conpani es from Russia and the forner Soviet republics form
the largest group of foreign participants at the Lima' 99, bringing sone of
t he npbst sophi sticated equi prent avail al e today including the Sukhoi 30KI
fighter.
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